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ADVERTISEMENT: 


THE AvTHor of the following ſheets, 


fincerely bopes, that the Reader will view the 
undertaking with a candid eye; and not con- 
true any part thereof, as refleting upon what 
may be called irue Chr NMianiiy. What be has 


advanced, is, in ſupport of a religion given 


by God himſelf ; (although ſome Chriftians 
#hink, that it is no longer acceptable 10 him) 
and that, not till after a SOLEMN INVIT As 
TION, from an eminent Divine and Pbilo- 
Jepher to the whole nation, as a preliminary 


Hep towards their conver fion. The Author, 
(who ig a fincere i inguirer after truth) has 
in conſequence thereof, accepted the invitation, 


in order to convince, or be convinced, if rx - 


MITTED 10 proceed in the ingiorv. 
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| Of the preſent Dijperfion of the Jewiſh 


X - . | f 


" * * —_— 6 
fr k 2 - 6s 0 . b 1 * ” * 918 3 5 1 1 7 ” . F . 
% . % * 6 — * = * * PF - 
oV. we nt 2} - 
9 ., 
o * — 4 
5 * 4 * — „ * * 8 4 * < 1 „ N 9 0 : 
V P . 
- * — * — . 
v.43 ** .Þ $5 1 , bd T4 1 y ” 


W 5 


1 29 . - & Y 6 * + & „ * £ S 4 4 
, | | | 5 
l - 
„ 
1 L E T » E b.,7; I. 0 N 
1 - . . * . "BY %, 3 1891 A „ % " - , 
. # 8 N — 30 411 


WR | 


* 
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Rev. FEY 


Tat peruſal of. your Peters addict 
to the Jews, (put into my hand by a wor- 
thy friend) hath afforded me much ſatis · 
faction, to find fo able a Divine and Philo- 
ſopher, acknowledge the unity of God; and 
who, at the ſame time; thinks there is 


ſome merit in the perſevering faith of the 
Jewiſh nation, in the promiſes of God, 


notwithſtanding NO oozing ve 

But this, Sir, is no more than our duty, 
and what we inherit from the great patri- 
arch Abraham, from whom we are de- 
ſcended] for of him it is recotded, ©* And he 
believed in the Lord, and he counted it to 


him for-righteouſneſs*,” And therefore, 


® Geneſis xv. 6. 
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trenne 
having ſo bright an example continually 


before us, we cannot, without being highly 


culpable, and rendering ourſelves utterly 
unworthy the attention of the ſupreme 


Being, entertain the leaſt doubt of his 
Juſtice and Equity. And, as all the cala- 


mities that were to befall our nation, in 


conſequence of our tranſgreſſing the Law, 

as foretold by that great prophetꝰ, and di- 
vine legiſlator Moſes+, have been fulfilled 
in all reſpects; conſequently, thoſe great 
and glorious promiſes allo tpretold by the 
Game prophett, muſt Lari darf Nr 
full completion. 

Bot the erach time of this accompliſh- 
ment i is not known to any, ſaye the eter- 
nal God himſelf; as * ſpeaking in 


« He i is emphatically ſtiled, by — of eminence, by 
the Jewiſh writers, W. NN chat is, The Lord, or 
Maſter of the Prophets. | 

7 Lexit. xxvi. 14, Ec. and Dent. pid 15.4 5 

A And yet for all that, when they be in the land of 

enemies, 1 will not caſt them away, neither will t | 
abhor them, to deſtroy them utterly, and to break my ca- 
venant with them: for I am the Lord their God.” Levit. 


xxvi. 44. 
| the 


- 


- 


the name of God emphatically. cxprolles; 
| it in his prophetic poem, Deut. xxxi. 94 
* not this laid up in ſtore with e und 
ſealed up among my treaſures?” that is, it 
is as ſecret from all eyes, as the contents of 
a letter before the ſeal is broken. And in 
nearly the ſame ſenſe, does the prophet 
Iaiah expreſs himſelf, .** I $26 Loo ** 
haſtep it in his time -. in 
. - Theſe prophecies, Sir, ende 
ten in this long, and'dreadful captivity, 
and have been our ſupport; in enabling us 
to bear up againſt the many gtievous and 
miſerable perſecutions, we have ſuffered 
from both mnfidels and + Chriftians; And 
hence it is demonſtrable, that the calcula- 
tors of the time of the coming of the 
Meſſiah, (and which, they fay, muſt have 
been elaſped many centuries ago; and 
therefore, exult over us, as if God had to- 
tally caſt us off, and there was no hope 
left for Iſrael) have been moſt egregiouſſy 
miſtaken, as will be clearly ſnewn here- 
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r LETTERS To” 
after, in anſwer to y6ur fourth letter! * 
as you have invited our nation to an ami · 
cable diſcuſſion of the evidences of Chriſti- 
anity, T ſhall endeavour to anſwer what 
you have advanced in behalf of your 
doctrine, as far as the extent of my abili- 
ties, and the little time I have to ſpare 
from my other avocations, | will permit, 
as moſt. of our learned men, (as Iam 
informed) have declined the invitation; 
and that, as I underſtand, for two reaſons: 
firſt, on account of the averſion which the 
elders of our community have towards 
any of their body entering into religious 
diſputes, for fear, that any thing advanced 
by them, might be conſtrued as reflecting 
on, or tending towards diſturbing the 
national religion, as 'by law eſtabliſhed. 
This hath always, hitherto, been ſtudiouſly 
avoided, by all thoſe of our nation, in all 
parts of their diſperſion ; for we endeavour 
ſtrictly to abide by the admonition of the 
prophet®, as may be obſeryed by the form 
- # And ſeck the peace of the city, whether I have cauſed 
you 


* 


| ” h | | |  - 


De: PRIBSTLEY. #; 
of prayer compoſed for the Royal Fat 
*. Second, the generality eu ses 
men being foreigners, are deſicient in 
the proper idiom and phraſeology of tho 
Engliſh language; conſequently, are not 
able to enter the liſts * ſo {pint 888 
elegant «© wie e 
Theſe, Sir, ate 45 reaſons. As to the 
firſt, I think it groundleſs: for although 
they might juſtly have been apprehenſive 
of the conſequence of ſuch diſputes in the 
dark ages of Popery, when, on the leaſt 
ſurmiſe, or moſt groundleſs accuſation, (as 
the crucifying tofchildren, &c. ) thouſands 
were maffacred in England. And, in the 
reign of Henry the Third, their chief * 
/ nagogue in London was taken from them 
: by the ing, and given to the Friars Peni- 


= be ried pin antics, ad pray unto the Lond! 

for it: for jn the peace. thereof ſhall ye have, praces | 
Jer. xxix. 7. 

der the Ceremonies/of de Jews, by e Authors | | 

by Parſons, No. 21, Paternoſter Row, page 51. A [ 

= Vide Anglia Judaica, page 11, 12, 13. e 136, a 


. 555 | tente, 


6 a L E TTERS TO 
tents, On a moſt extraordinary complaing 


exhibited againſt them by the faid Friars, 


viz. ** That they (the Friars, were not able 
to make the body of Chrift in quiet *,” for the 
great howlings the Jews made there dur- 
ing their worſhip +. | Yet; ought they 
not at preſent, to entertain any ſuch. ap- 
prehenſions, thanks be to God, the Re- 


formation, and glorious Revolution. Be- 
fides, we live in an enlightened age, in 


which the inveſtigation of theological 
points is accounted laudable: and ſo they 


really are, if not carried to a licentious 
height. Nay, had it not been for this 
laudable ſpirit of enquiry, entertained by 


the firſt Reformers, all the reformed 
churches would. {till have been ok in 


© * Vide Anglia Judaica, page 103. ö 

+ The learned Author of Anglia Judaica, juſtly . 
ferves, that the true tate of the c:ſe was, * That thoſe 
locuſts were ſituated in the Old Jewry, and having but a 
ſmall dark chapel belonging to their Friary, thought the 
Jews fine ſynagogue, which ſtood next to it; would be more 


convenient for them; and therefore {after the example 4 
their brethiren of St. Anthony) begged it of the King, and | 


furniſhed him with that reaſon for it,” Ibid, 
groſs 
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groſs ignorance, and Romiſh ſuperſtition : | 
and have groaned under the yoke of Papal 
tyranny : conſequently, nothing ean be 
more commendable, than a fair and candid 
inquiry after truth. For which reaſon, I 
am free to aſſert, that their fear in this 
caſe, is entirely groundleſs; and theit rea- 
fon for declining the diſcuſſion on cores 5 
count, of no force.” 

N e dee rindi, 1. 
is of great weight ; and therefore, can 
only ſay, in the language of little David, 
« Let no man's heart fail becauſe of him: 
thy ſervant will 2nd fight with this 
Philiſtine.” And; although it may be 
faid, in regard to this, (as Saul did to 
David) * Thou art not able to go againſt 
this Philiſtine ; for thou art but a youth, 
and he a man of war from his youth.” To 
which I anſwer, in the language of tlie 
little champion, Thy ſervant ſlew both 
the lion + and the bear {F : and this uncir- 
8 literature. + Dr. Prideaux. See the Ceremonies of * | 
the Jews, by the Author, ſold by Parſons, page 252, &. | 

$ Hutchinſon, &c. See Lingus Sacra, article c 


| cuncife}- : 
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1 ETTBRS 70 Jo 
cumdiſed Philiftioe ſhall be a ene et 
them: For he cometh againſt me 
„ and with a ſpear ., and 
with a ſnhield 5; but 1 come in the name | 75 
of the Lord of hoſts f.? 1 29490 re hd 

But to drop the /allegoty, permit mo 

Sir, to aſk you, whether you ſincerely | 
intend, | in this diſcuflion, to defend 

Chriſtianity ? For your doctrine is ſo 
oppofite to what I always underſtood to 

be the principles of Chriſtianity, that 
I muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, I am greatly, 
puzzled to reconcile your principles with 
the attempt. Wie ! a writer that 
afſerts, that * the miraculous conception 
of Teſus does not appear to him to be fi- 
ciently authenticated, and that the origi- 
nal goſpel of St. Matthew did not contain 
it . ſet up for a defender of Chriſtianity. 
againſt the Jews l This, is ſuch aninconſiſt- 
ence as I little ex to meet with ina 
Philoſopher, whole ſole purſuit hath been 


* 


* Elegance of didion. f Critieim 8 80- 
phiſtry. Simple truth. || Letter IV. page 40. 
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| * _* 


da PRIRETLAY. =» 
in ſearch of truth. Might I be ſo happy as 
any rate, I ſhall endeavour to ſpeak con- 
formable to it. I muſt howeveriacknow- 
ledge, that you are pleaſed to declare, in 
plain terms, that youꝰ de not believe in the 
miraculous conception f eus; and that you 
are of opinion that be was the legitimate ſon 
of. Joſeph. After ſuch aſſertions as theſe, 
how you can be entitled to the appellation 
of a Chriſtian, in the ſtrict ſenſe of the 
word, is to me rrally incomprehenſible. 
But, whether you are hearty in the cauſe, 
or no, I mean to confer, and reaſon: freely 
with you on the ſubject, and candidly con- 
ſider your arguments; but not with a view 
of converting either you, or any other 
Chriſtian, to the Jewiſh faith, I aſſure 
you. No Sir, we never attempt it; for - 


we do not think ourſelves. bound (as the 


Chriſtians) to propagate our religion, ei- 

ther by arguments, or e nor 

* $B0 Letter IV, page 41. n 
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the contrary; we think; that onſcience 


| duglit to be free; and thereſone, leave 


every perſon at liberty to judge for. him- 
ſelf 41 and this, I may alledge, as a third 
reaſon, in favour of thoſe of our nation de · 
clining the diſcuſſion; as no KRA benefit 
is likely to accrue from it. F or if you, 
and the other writers of your ſect, have 
not been able to -convirice: thoſe that ac> 
count themſelves Orthodox Chriſtians; of 
the rrue unity of God; nor they you, of 
the divinity. of Chriſt, howiſhall a ſimple 
Jew, (who: is perhaps deſpiſed by both) he 
able to convince either? This, would be 
the higheſt degree of preſumption, and 
which none of out: nation are ambitious of 
meriting. No Sir, while we are deſtitute 
of the moſt convincing and Per ſudſrot' argu- | 
+heritsin favour of Judaiſm, viz fat Biſhop- | 
iblks; Deaneries, ReQories;\anhd Vicara- 
ges we muſt not expect it And, we are 
really: ſo far from purſuinguthe ſpirit of 
converſion, or covstin g. Proſelytes, that 
when 


* 1715 "YN 
4, * 
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when any one is defiraus (of, his Own! ac L 


ow wv 59 v6 


excifion for eating forbidden: meats; &c. 
Hence it is: manifeſt, that we not only 
e t out v0 him the ſtrictneſs of F 


DO PRIESTEBY, | wo 


cord) toxmbrace Judaiſm, we endeavour toi 


deter him from his purpoſe, by repreſents 
ing to him the conſequence of his deſign- 


For thus is ĩt laid down by Maimonides u: 
When a perſon is willing to become a pro- 


ſelyte, and ſtrict enquiry being made ci. 
cerning him, and no (ſiniſter) cauſe found, 
they queſtion him thus: What: is it that 


daiſmꝰ Doſt thou not know that Iſracl 
at this time, is ſubject to woe, and are 
hurried, \expetied, and devonrud by all na- 
tions ; and that fk roms are: continually 
coming on them ? Kc. They alſo inform 
him of the puniſhment he becomes liable 
to for tranſgreſſing the 'commandments/; 
as ' DEATH for prophaning the ſabbath; 


2113 1880 ü 


. | Ya Hachazakah, dener Kedutab,Hilchorth Fel 


rea Beeah, or forbidden marriages, See =_ Lingua Sa 


cra, by the Author, article W. 
> HO our 


moves -thee to become a proſelyte toJus 


we LETTERS TO 


our law, but alſo an exact picture of . 
he is to expect in temporal matters, in 
thus joining himſelf to a nation labouring 
under oppreſſion, miſery, and almoſt uni- 
verſal contempt. All which, fully demon- 
ſtrates, how inclinable we are towards con- 
verting any to our religion. But do not 
think, Sir, that this proceeds from our un- 
willingneſs, that others ſhould be par- 
takers of the heavenly bliſs, annexed to 
the due performance of the Moſaical diſ- 
penſation; but from a juſt and liberal 
way of thinking, and the univerſal = 
RITY we are taught to live in with man: 
kind in general: far it is the unanimous 
opinion of our rabbins, that the Law or 
Moss, is obligatory on thoſe of our na- 
tion only: for as we entered into a cor 
venant with God to keep his law, and 
commandments, we conſequently, are 
bound to the due performance thereof. But 
that, we hold not to be the caſe of the reſt 
of mankind; for if they do but keep the 
law * nature, that is, the ſeyen precepts 
| of 


— & 


"Dr err. oF 
of the ſons of Noah, or Noachides“, 
we maintain, tllat they thereby perform 
all that God requires - of them, and will 
eertainly by this ſervice, render themſelves 
acceptable to him. And, it is ſuch as 
conform to theſe rules, At we call vn 
den Mem, the pious of tho nations of e 
the world; and who will be partakers of 
eternal life. Maimonides on a. 

Chap. III. 


Thus, Sir, you may perceive, a we 
do not think our religion obligatory upon 
ALE mankind; nor the only infallible one 
to falvation : as evety other Religion and 
gect that I have hitherto heard of, eſteems 

itfelf. With theſe juſt, and noble ſenti- 
ments, inculcated into me from my earlieſt 
youth, it muſt be obvious to every ri 


— 


* Theſe precepts are as follows : Firk, Not to oe | 
mit idolatry. Second, Not to blaſpheme. Third, To | | 
appoint and conſtitute juſt and upright judges : that juſtice 
may be maintained, and impartially admiaiſtered to all. 
Fourth, Not to .commit inceſt. Fifth, Not to commit 


murder. Sixth, Not to rob, or ſteal, &c. Seventh, Not 


to eat a member ofa living creature. 
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tal and, liberal 2 5 chat I do net aim at 
faith; as I do not think uch night To 
rantry incumbent upon me, or Cd ta 
the ſalvatipn of mankin g. 
But as I think it proper, that I: Gould. 
feclare: what is my aim in this undertak- 
ing, I ſhall, without ceremony, pro- 
ceed to inform you, that it is two 
fold. I ede 
. which they e labgured en 
for, upwards of ſeventeen hundred years, Y 
via. the charge of crugifying the, Lord 
and Saviour of the world, as the Orthodox 
Chriſtians hold; or a prophet that was 
ſent: to them in the firſt igſtane g, at you are 
pleaſed to aſſert. 605 8 8 
Second, That as you ſtew hed in 
the laudable purſuit of truth, I would 
willingly afliſt you therein to the utmoſt of 
my power, by throwing ſuch lights there- 
on, as may be a furtherance thereto. In 
the mean time, with my moſfcarneft ſup- 
plications 


* D.. PRIESTLEY. - 16 
| plications to the Supreme Being, that he 
the purſuit of truth, r 
„„ r r 
| n | ** Tum] Sirl N Lick 
Vour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
DAVID LEVI 
412 Kant 
d | e445 $OP ON 
N 4257 |; x , 
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16 LETTER TO FM 


LETTAR EE 
Of the preſent Diſperſion of the Jewiſb 


N. at ion * 


Dear Sir, 


You tell us, (page 12, of your letters) 
that . our preſent diſperſed and calamitous 
« ſituation, is certainly a proof that we 
« are at this very time under the divine 
diſpleaſure : that we ought to examine 

« what is the real cauſe of it, and make 

« jt our buſineſs to remove it.” So far, 
we agree. But, when you obſerve, (page 
16,) that we ought © to conſider that a 

« captivity of ſeventy years only, without 
any peculiar hardſhips during the con- 

cc tinuance of it, were deemed ſufficient 
« puniſhment for 4 our offences com- 
* mitted before that period; whereas we 


1 
«* have 


c 


Þ | * 
— 
. 1 
— re 


b 
4 
OS 
| if 
1 
f 
oþ 
| 


—__ 


2 


* 5 
* n ; 


" — 
A. Bn... 
rr 


=p * «4 S o 
T 
PF ACORN. 


* —_— —— — 
— 


__— 
Wy 


Pi. PRIBSTLEY, - "=; 


i have experienced unſpeakably greater | 


« calamitics, and of much longer conti- 


* nuance, ſince the promulgation of 


*« Chriſtianity, than the amount of all our 
i“ ſufferings previous to it.” And alſo 


with great ſincerity and equal affeQtion. | 


obſerve, that, according to appearances; 
* there is no other cauſe of God's anger 
* againſt us, beſides our rejection and per- 
+ ſecution of the prophets of our own 


* nation, Chriſt and mg N who. 


ſy wha 3 chair inſtructions to our 


1e nation, till being rejected by us, they 


% were directed to preach to the Gentiles.” 
You alſo obſerve, (page 13, as I ſuppoſe 


in confirmation of the preceding quota- 
tions) that many of the prophets of 


God were cruelly treated, and cut off, 
te by our forefathers, as our ſcriptures 


* teſtify. But their deſcendants repented 
«© of this, as we read in the books of Ezra 
* andNehemiah.” I muſt tell you ſincere- 


ly, that you have attempted to miſlead your 
D readers 
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readers, under the appearance &f lincetity - _ 
and good -will 3 arid that; by jumbling 
truth and falſhood together in ſuch à man- 
ner, as not to be eaſily ſeparated by perſons - 
of ordinary capacities; ; and which are 
what the bulk of a nation generally confiſt 
of. For, firſt, as to our calamities 2 
unſpeakably greater, and of longer conti- 
nuance, ſince the promulgation of Chriſtie 
anity, than the amount of all our fufferings 

previous to it, I grant *: and ſo muſt 
every candid and impartial perſon, who is 
but in the leaft acquainted with the hiſtory, 
of the Jews, in this, or any other of "the 
Chriſtian nations, where they have ſo- 
journed ; and which is one great argument 
with me, againſt Chriſtianity's being the 
peaceable kingdom of the Meſſiah, as fore- 
told by the prophets · , in thus perſecuting 
God's choſen and peculiar people, as you 
yourſelf allow them to be, (not to-mention 

the blood thathath been fpiltamong Chriſ- 
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Except in the time of Antiochus Epiphanus. 
+ Iſai. xi. 6, 7, 8, &c. and Micah, iv. 3, 4. &c 


tians, 
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tians, in nerfecuting each other;) * yet, 
we do not bear ſo great a diſſike to Chriſ- 
tians, nor ſo great an abhorrence of theit 
faith, as you ſeem to inſinuate, (page 2, 
although, were we like ſome who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, we might entertain 
ſuch ſentiments, conſidering the many cruel 
perſecutions. we have ſuffered under them; 
and notwithſtanding. that their doctrines 
are ſo contrary to the fundamental princi- 
ples of our religion, yet do we not abhor 
them. For I freely confeſs, that thoſe 
doctrines do not teach or authorize them to 
ſhed the blood of Jews. No Sir, we care- 
Fully diſtinguiſh between the doctrine, and 
its profeſſors: and, though we have ſuf- 
fered ſuch cruel perſecutions from Chriſ- 
tians, yet, thanks be to God, and the Re- 
formation, we now enjoy many privileges 
and immunities in the ſeveral Chriſtian 
ſtates in which we are ſettled, as our an- 
ceſtors were ſtrangers to in their diſperſi- 
ons. For this, we are not ungrateful; but, 
in return, pray for the proſperity of the 

D 2 ſtate 
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ſtate, as mentioned in my introductory lot a 
ter. So much for o ABHORRENCE Of | 
; THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, , | 
Second, as to the cauſe of our preſent 
captivity, and which you impute to our 
rejecting and perſecuting of the pro- 
phets; that is, Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
| I freely affert to be ill founded; for, 
in the Trinity, as Chriſtians in general 
hold, or only a prophet, as you and the 
reſt of your ſect affirm: I ſay, in either 
caſe, he could not be ſent to us in the firſt 
place ; nor could we receive him, withe 
out being hoſtile to the laws of Moſes, as 
alſo to God, who was the author of them 
as acknowledged by both Jews and Chriſ- 
tians. For if he came in the former cha- 
racter, and the doctrine which he preached, - 
was intended to maintain that abſurd and 
corrupt tenet, it would be an unanſwer- 
able argument that his doctrine never came 
from God, it being impoſlible that God 
ſhould contradict himſelf : for hath he not 
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expreſely told us himſelfin the ſecond com- | 
mandmant, Tho $HALT HAVE NOOTHER 
GoDs BEFORE MA“. This, I think, muſt 
neceflarily ſignify, if there be : any meaning 
in language, ONE SUPREME INTELL1- 
GENT Long endued with all poſſible 
n, power, wiſdom, knowledge, 
and Aeg And, agrecable to this juſt, 
rational, and fundamental doctrine, Moſes 
has, in the moſt ſolemn manner, endea- 
voured to inculcate this moſt important 
truth, in the following words : Hear, 
O Tf att; Febovar is our God, JEEP fs 
Ox. Deut. vi. 4 

Theſe, Legt numberleſs other 1 
ſages in the Old Teſtament, make it plain, 
that we could not receive Chriſt in the firſt 
character, without a breach of the cove- 
nant eſtabliſhed between God and our na- 
tion. And, if in the ſecond character, 
that is, as a prophet, we likewiſe could not 
receive him: for, in the firſt place, he was 
deficient inthe eſſential character of a pro- 


S Exod. XX. LO 


| phet. 
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phet: For we do not find it recorded, 5 | 
Chriſt propheſied in the name of God, as 
it is expreſſed by all the other prophets 
from Moſes to Malachi, (who was the laſt). 
As the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, &c. And, 
as ſoon as Joſhua ſucceeded Moſes, we find 
immediately, that the Lord ſpake unto 
Joſbua, the ſon of Nun, &c. Joſh. i. 1, 
The fame of Samuel, Iſaiah, and all the 
reſt. But as to Jeſus, we only find, that 
be went about all Galilee, teaching in their - 
ſynagogues, and preaching the goſpel, and 
healing all manner of fickneſs, and all man- 
ner of diſeaſes ; whether by art, deception, 
or ſupernatural power, is not my buſineſs 
at preſent to inquire : freethinkers may, 
perhaps, ſay, it was ſomething like a ſpiri- 
tual mountebank ; but I have only to ob- 
ſerve, it was not like a prophet endued 

with the ſpirit of prophecy. 
And the Evangeliſt Matthew calls the 
whole diſcourſe, which takes up the 
fifth and fixth chapters, a ſermon, not a 
prophecy. The ſame we find in Mark, i. 21. 
ö 7 And 


Di. PRIESTLEY, + 
And ſraigbiway, on the ſabbath dey, be 
entered into the ſynagogue and taught. Again, 
ver. 38. And be ſaid unto them, Let us go 
into the next towns, that I may” PREACH 
there al. And he PREACHED i their na- 
gogues, and caſt out devils. The ſame in 
Luke. And he preached in the fynagogttes of 
Galilee. Luke iv. 44. alſo v. 1. and vi. 20, 
Kc. As to John, he ſeems clear in the 

opinion of his divinity, (chap i WH 5,4; 

Kc.) though he afterwards deſcribes him 
as a teacher only, (chap. vii. 14.) Now 
about the mit of 'the feaſt, Te efus went * 
into the temple and taught, 

' Nay, more, he even preached himſelf, 
as the Tight of the world. Ibid. viii. 12. 
This, I think, is an inſtance: not to 
be paralleled in ſcripture ; for the duty 
of a prophet conſiſted in his delivery 
of God's word or meſſage to the people, 
whether it contained reproofs, a calling 
to repentance, or denouncing judgment 
upon them for their diſobedience ; 
not in PONY preaching himſelf, 

but, 
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but, on the contrary, was always ad 
as coming immediately from God, viz. 
Thus ſaid the Lordo. Then bhe word af 
the Lord came , &c. or, The hand of the. 
Lord was upon me +. Again, we meet. 
with the ſame example in John, xiv. 6., 
where Jeſus. preaches himſelf. F rom all 
which, it is manifeſt; that he was not ſent 
by God to us as a propher, ſeeing he was 
ſo deficient in the eſſential character of a 
prophet. As to the apoſtles, I think, they 
were leſs entitled to the appellation of pro - 
phets; for they only gave themſelves up 
continually to prayer, and to the e of © 
the word. Acts vi. 4. And, Philip 
preached Chiift. Ibid viii. 3. The ſame. 
of Saul. And | traightway he - preached Chriſt 


5 in the  /ynagogites, that be was the Son of God, 


Ibid ix. 20. The fame of Paul, who is 
called an apoſtle of Jeſus. 1 Cor. i. 1. 
The ſame in 2 Cor. i. 1. Gal. i. 1. 
ph. i. x. Col i. 1. 1. Lim. i. 24 


* Tſai, xxxvii. 6, &c. f Jer. i. 4. &. 
+ Ezek. xxxvii. 1, &c. ; 
2 Im. 
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2 Fim. i. 1. Tit. i. 1. The kme ef 
Peter. See his firſt epiſtle, ii 1. Ad 
ſecond epiſtle, i. 1. See ach die deceit 
and third epiſtles of John, where he calls 
himſelf an eld, Kc. Prom all Which, 
it is manifeſt, that they were not entitled 
to the appellation of prephets. 
Secondly, if we compare Jeſus with the 
reſt of the prophets, who ſucceeded Moſes, 
from Joſhua to Malachi, we (Hall find fuch 
a manifeft contradiction between him and 
them, as fully demonſtrates, that both par- 4 
ties could not be the meſſengers of God, as 
God never contradicts himſelf, For Moſes | 
fays, in Deut. iv. 2. Ye ſhall not ADD unto 
the words which I command you, neither ſhall 
ye DIMINISH ought from it, that ye may 
keep tbe COMMANDMENTS of zhe Lord 
your God, which I command you. This, 
all the ſucceeding prophets were com? 
manded to enforce; and which, the laſt 
of them did; in a moſt clear andꝭ explicit 
manner; at the ſame time cloſing his 
prophecy therewith, as intimatin g thereby, 


E that 
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det that was che uſrinuura of prophecy. 
ch I ene 1 bim 6 in Eures, for | 
all Iſrael, with the flatutes and Judgments yy 
But Jeſus. acted in direct. cagtradiction 
to the law of Moſes; fon, whereas, the 
law of Moſes. expreſsly commands the 
And the man that committeth adultery with 
| another man's wife, euen be that com» 
mittetb adultery with his neighbaur's wife, 
tbe adulterer and (the, adultreſs SHALL 
SURELY BE PUT, TO DEATH. Yet, 
Jeſus, in defiance of this expreſs. com- 
mand, reſcues the adultreſs from the. juſt 
puniſhment due to her crime; and that, 
by one of the moſt extraordinary devices 
that ever entered into the mind of man; 
and which, had it been purſued by all 
other legiſlators, would ſpeedily have led 
to the entire ſubverſion and annihilation of 
all law and good order; for if none were 


5 Malae. iv. 4. * Levit, xX; 10. t John viii. Þ 455 &c. 


vs. PRIES TIE.  & 


to be admitted us evidence id 4 ebbrt of - 
juſtice againſt criminals, but the imma - 
culate, villany would ſoon ftalk trium- 
phant, and carry all before her with impu- 
nity; but this, wc og apt kw cer 
| never been adopted. to Mn 93 40 
Again: the law of Moſes octane) 
that, When's nan bath taten a' toit, and 
married her, and it tome to paſs that' ſhe fd 
no favour in his eyes, BECAUSE HEHATH 
FOUND SOME UNCLEANNESS IN HER, then 
het him write a bill of divorcement, and give 
Her it in her hand, andſend her out of his bouſs. 
Deut. xxiv. 1. This woman, ſo divorced 
by the law of Moſes; was allowed to marry 
again, as well as the man, verſe 4 whereas 
Jeſus ſays, that, Whoſcever ſhall put away 
bit wife, and marry another, ' committeth 
. ADULTERY againſt ber. Mark x. 11. The 
ſame of the woman, verſe 12 
And the prophet Jeremiah, at the ex- 
preſs command of God, enforces the 
due obſervance of the ſabbath; and 
in particular, that they bear no bur- 
E 2 then 
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chen on the ſabbath dann Ta faith 
the Lord, Take bred: 49 pong, an 
bear, u .\BURTHEN en the Jalbath- r. 
Jex. xvii. 21, 22. But Jeſus, in direct 

conttadiction to. this cotamand of bir f- 
ther, by the mouth of his prophetz, or- 
dered the man who had the infirmity thirty 
and eight years, (and whom. he cured on 
the ſabbath) to take. up bir bed and walk. 
John v. 8. Such glaring contradictions 
againſt, the commandments of » Moſes, 
committed. by Jeſus, could by no means 
ſuffer our nation to acknowledge his divine 
miſſion ; nor accept him as a prophet, 
when he acted ſo diamettically oppoſite to 
Moſes, and the reſt of the prophets ;, con- 
ſequently, the charge you have brought 
againſt. us, (page 17, of your letters), 


„That there is no cauſe of God's diſ- 
<« pleaſure againſt us, beſides our re- 


8 jection, and perſecution of the prophets 
« of our own nation, Chriſt, and the 
e apoſtles,” I freely aſſert to be ill founded; 


for by the criterion they have here been 
tried, 
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tried; it is manifeſt, that they were not 
entitled w the appellation of | prophets, 
conſequently,':we- cannot be/puniſhed! for 
what we were not guilty of: for-as they 
were not prophets, we could not, accord- 
ing to the juſtice of God, be puniſhed for 
rejecting, or perſecuting them; and that, 
for ſo many hundred years. Whether the 
genkrality of Chriſtians have juſt reaſon 
to pay diyine honours to Jeſus, or not, asyou 
obſerve, (p. 4,) is not my buſineſs at preſent 
to enquire, but ought to be ſettled among 
Chriſtians themſelves ; and that, (if I may 
perſume to give my opinion in ſo weighty 
a cauſe): before you attempted” to con- 
vert the Jews to Chriſtianity. For do but 
figure to yourſelf, dear Sir, how ridiculous 
it muſt appear, for you to invite the Jews 
to embrace, what you yourſelves do not 
rightly underſtand. This is ſuch an abſur- 
dity, that I am ſurprized and aſtoniſhed, 
when I reflect, how it was poſſible that a. 
Divine and Philoſopher, of your diſtin- | 
guiſhed rank, in the republic of letters, 
ſhould 


* 
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meet ) Bun if ü wht 3 
miſtaken, I verily; believe, that the honour 


of - Jeſus, or | the propagation, of Chriſtia 


- - nity; are things of little moment in your 


ſerious thoughts, notwithſtanding all your 
boaſted ſincerity. If I have erred, beg 
of you to bear with me; for it is the love 
of truth that obliges me to ſpeak out; and 
that I have juſt cauſe for entertaining this 

opinion, will appear cleat to every candid 
and impartial mind. For in your poſt- 
ſcript, (page 54). you argue thus: If, 
« therefore, it be in your power to per- 
*© ſuade a heathen, that God really ſpake 


« to your anceſtors by Moſes, by the force 


_ * of exactly fimilar arguments, you ought 


te to acknowledge, that the ſame great 
« Being ſpake by Chriſt and the apoſttes : 
and on whatever principles you reject 


t the evidences of Chriſtian miracles, any 


« perſon will be juſtified in rejecting thoſe 
„on which the truth of your own reli- 


6c gion reſts. 
Here we may perceive the compleat 


deiſt, 


. ²˙ m — A! 
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deiſt, under the moſt Jeſuitical- argument; 
for if God ſpake to Moſes, why:not ſpeak 
to Jeſus ? and therefore, if you will not 
believe that God ſpake to feſus, I will not 
believe that he ſpake to Moſes. Nove, 
therefore, you muſt either believe both, 
or I will believe none. For if you fay 
that of Jeſus is falſe, I ſay that of Moſes 
is falſe alſo. Ergo, both are falſe. 
As to what you aſſert, (page 13), But 
© their deſcendants: repented of this; 
that is, the perſecutions of the prophets, 
55 as we read in the books of Ezra and 
% Nehemiah. And from which, I ſup- 
poſe, you would infer, that, as they had 
ſo ſolemnly repented of the perſecutions of 


the prophets, and had K. the return of | 


% God's favour in conſequence of it, 
our preſent diſperſion cannot be owing to 
any other crime; i. e. the perſecution of 
the prophets; but hat was ſubſequent to 
it, is of the ſame tenour as the other parts 
of your letters, viz. the blending of truth 
and falſhood together, in ſuch a manner, 
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as nut beeaiy ſeparated. That they 
faſted and-prayed, I grant, but hot for the 
fin of perſecuting the prophets; for nd 
ſuch thing is to be met with in nen or ; 
Nehemiah, as I ſhall clearly prove. 
The firſt faſt is recorded in — Dn 

21. and which was to/ſcek a right way for 
them in ſafety from their enemies. Then 
I proclainied a faſt there at the river Ad v 
that we might affc# ourſelves before our God, 
za feek of bim a right way for ut, and for ou 
little ones, and for all our ſubſtance. For 
was aſhamed to require of the king a band of 
| ſoldiers and bonner, to help us again tht 
| | enemy m the way, Sc. As to the mourn+4 
ing, praying, and exhortation to repent- 
ance, which we have recorded in the 9th 
[ and 1oth chapters of Ezra, that was en- 
tirely on account of the ſtrange women 
which they had taken; but not one word 
in the whole book concerning their repen- 

{ tance for © the perſecuting and cutting 
| off, of the prophets.” As to Nehemiah 
8 we find, in the ninth chapter; an account 
be” of 
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of a faſt und repentance ; und ald a von- 
feſon of God's goodneſt tte. | The fors' 
mer ſcems (as in Raa) allo in-conſequence : 
of ſtrange women; and thelatterza gene 
ral confeſſion of God 'vipoodnels; to the 
nation, from the call of Abraham, to that 
day; in which; the ſlayingi of the pro- 
phets is juſt mentioned; im cgeneral: term, 
among all! the dther ciùmes which'they 
cauſe of the dreadfub afiliftions brought on 
prophets, as well as themſclyes| Allwhich, | 
is a demonſlration of the-fallacy:of. what. 

you have advahced. 

I. ſhallꝭ nowy attempt to point out the 
real cauſe of our preſent captivity; and 

in which will be demonſtrated two propo- 1 
ſitions, via. Firſt, that this preſent capti- 7 
vity is a continuation of the Babyloniſn 
captivity; and ſecondly, that in conſe- 

quetice thereof, we ſuffer for the in of 

our anceſtors; and, That a captivity of 

= ſeventy years only, without any pecu- 


F cc I 
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| © liar hardſhips, during the 2 2 
<« of iti (Letter. II, page 16,). mas/NoT | 
deemed-ſufficient for all our offences com« 3 
1 mitted before that Wa. alte Fully ß 
Single int: . 75 
ledge of which, nud have prtvented yon 
from being ſa haſty. in attempting to con- 
fute Rabbi Iſaac therewith ; or Having ad- 
duced it in ſunport of the doctrine dontern- 
ing the Meſliab, (Letter. IV. page 30 373 
&c.) to which it hath not thel 3 
The prophecyi: *Seventy: weeks are deter © 
mitied upon thyi pee, and -ujun thy bohj ci, 
to finiſh the tranſgręſſion, and ro mae um end + 
of fins, and to make reconciliation; for iniquity, 
and to bring in everlgſting righteouſneſs, and 
to ſeal up the. vifimn and prophecy, and to 
ane the moſt holy. Know therefore and 
underſtand, (that) from thei going forth f 
| the commandment , tb reſtore and. to build Je- 
ruſalem, unto the anointed princ?, . aal. be J 


"I_”_—O—— — — 


| * Dan ix. 5s &e, 


even 


m 
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Auen weeks; and threefere and two 1. if 

the ftreet ſhall-be' built again; and the wall, 
immune. ee e p 

and net e Bethe city and ſanctuury 
fhull be deſtroyed {by} -the people , thy 
prince that'ſhall come ; and the end thereof 
ſhall be with a flood, and unto the end of the 
war defalations are determined. And be fhall 
N coiienant with many for one det: 
and half the week te ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice 
and the gblatian to ceaſe, and for the over- 
ſpreading of abominations, be ſhall make fit) 
deſolate, even until the conſummation, and that 
(i) nen ne — yo * i 


folate. 


This bade which you, and a num- 
ber of others have laid ſuch a ſtreſs on, as 

pointing out the preciſe time of the coming 
of the Mefliah, I ſhall fully demonſtrate, 


hath not Nenn En 'referetice to that 
event. | 


* This is the real ſenſe of the Hebrew h I}, as will 
be ſhewn in the explanation. b 


F 2 : And, 
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And, for che better explanation of tha 


arme it is proper, that we attend a 
little to the context. In the preceding 


chapter: it is obſerved, that when Daniel 
was informed of the viſion of the two 


thouſand and three hundred days, lie 


ſought for the meaning; but not rightly y 
comprelrending it, he judged, that that 
great number, was a flat contradiction 


to the word of God, as delivered by je- 


remiah, concerning the redemption at 
the end of ſeventy years“; and from 


thence concluded, that the captivity was 


prolonged, on account of the ſins of the 


nation. This doubt aroſe, from a defici- 
ency in his underſtanding, (of the pro- 
phecy), and therefore, the angel ſaid unto 
him, I am now come forth to give thee ſcill 
and UNDERSTANDING. For there is no; 
thing elſe neceſſary to remove this doubt 
from your breaſt, but the proper under- 


ſtanding of the truth of the viſion. 5 And 


I ferm. xxv. 11, 12. and xxix. 10. 
« "1 , 4 x Y : 


1 
- 
1 
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| -65 to theexpreſiion, :4t the Leghiming of thy 8 
fupplications':the. commundinitit: tame firth; 


God had changed his purpoſe, and in con- 

ſoquence thereof, commanded the redemp- 

tion; but that as ſoon as he began to 
pray, and God ſaw his perplexity, in con- 
ſequence of the weakneſs of his under- 
ſtanding, the rbyal command went forth 
to make him underſtand the truth of thoſe 
matters that were to come to paſs in fu- 

ture time. And as the angel Gabriel had 

explained to him the ſecond viſion, from 

© whence his doubt aroſe, it was incumbent 

on him to perfect the explariation : and 

this is what is meant by the expreſſion 
* to ſhew,” i. e. as I began the explana- 
tion ; the commandment was, that I ſhould 
finiſh it. 

And the word MMM Cbemudbetb, which 
the angel uſes, does not denote beloved, as 
in the Engliſh tranſlation, but dere. The 

ſenſe 


that wis to inform him, he was not to f 5 
imagine, that on account" of his prayer, 5 


o — 


vi hon, is that which he had heard, of — 
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ſenſe of which e y 
fireft, and affecteſt to underſtand hidden 

things, be not therefore perplexed, but un- 
demand the matter, and confider . 8 


and the matter here mentioned, is the 


mentioned in verſe the ſecond. And the 


two thouſand three bundred days. 
therefore, mentions each ſpecifically, = 


deſires him to underſtand them diſtinctiy; 


for then all his doubts would be removed; 


all which was fully explained to him, in 


what the angel oblerved in the ſeventy 
weeks, &c. But, before I proceed” to the 


ſhew in what manner, the anſwer agreed 


with the intent of the queſtion ; and the 
reaſon of his making mention of weeks, 
and not years, or times, as in the other 


viſions. 


It appears clear to me, (as the learned 


Aberbanel has obſerved), that Daniel, 


from the words of Jeremiah, perceived, 
oe that 


explanation, it is proper, that I ſhould - 


prophecy of Jeremiah, which is above 


* 


* 


* 
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that God would viſit all the nations, and 
puniſh them; as may be obſerved from the 
following prophecy® : For thus faith. the 
Lord Ga Igel unto me, Take 1be wine = 
an of this fury at my hand, and cauſe all the 
. nations 45 whom 1 ſend i bee, to drink it. He 
then mentions, firſt, Jeruſalem ; afterwards 
the King of Egypt, the Kings of Us, the 
Thiliſtines, Edom, Moab, and the chil- 
dren of Ammon ; the Kings of Tyre and 
e ne. &c. 
which. is Babylon. 
0 He alto farther abſerved, that, the vi = 
tation of each nation would be at the (end) 
of ſeventy years, as Ifaiah obſerves of 
Tyre; which was one of the nations. 
And it ſhall come tu paſs, in that day, that 
Tyre ſpall be forgatten ſeventy years, Iſai. 
xxiii. 15. The fame of Babylon. And 
it ſhall come to paſs, when SEVENTY YEARS 
are emu _ I * puniſh the ear of 


© Jerm. . 15, ae. : 


5 Babylon 4 
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| Whence.it, is clear, that as the viſitation 
| of Babylon was to be ſeventy Years; ſo was ed 
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Babyla. Jer, xxy.| 12. Ahd/as it is ales 


obſer ved in the next verſe, dee, $ 
Len in thts book,. which Ferimiah hath. pro- 


Phofied again ALL TME MAT ION. Front 


had the wiſdom of God decreed to Wait, 

according to this number, For which 
reaſon, Daniel judgedi that the ſihs of his 
nation would likewiſe be done away by the 


ſeventy years of the.captivity. of Babylon. 
And therefore, the angel informed him, 
that this was not the baſe with reſpect to 
his nation; for that their wickedneſs was 

come up before him, and their ſin was very 


grievous; and therefore their ſins w | 
not. be atoned for by. the ſeventy years, as 
the reſt of the nations; to whom he al- 


lowed ſeventy years, to ſee if they would 


repent ; and if not would then - puniſh 


/ 


But, verily, as to Iſracl, he would not 
only wait /eventy ears, but ſeven times ſe- 


vency | 
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venty years; after which; their kingdom 
ſhould be cut off, and their dominion ceaſe, 
and they return into captivity; to finiſh an 
atonement for their tranſgreſſions. And 
Shavungeem ſbiungeem; ſeventy weeks, i. e. 
not ſeventy years, as you judged, but ſeven 
times ſeventy years is determined on them. 
Hence the propriety of the anſwer to 
the queſtion, is manifeſt, as alſo the ex- 
preſſion of weeks, or ſevens. 

Theſe ſeventy weeks are, without doubt, 
four hundred and ninety years; the time 
from the deſtruction of the farſt Ear temple, till | 
the deſtruction of the ſecond. _ 

This, it was the more neceſſary for a 
angel to inform him of, becauſe Daniel, 
judged, that after their return 'from Ba- 
bylon, by means of that viſitation, all their 
ſims would be entirely done away ; for 
which reaſon, the angel ſhewed him, that 
it would not be ſo; for that, the viſita- 
tion of Babylon, was not a perfect redemp- 
lian; becauſe there would not be a general 


G collection 
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collection of all that were in captivity 
and all the tribes: fave only a few of Judah 


and Benjamin, and ſuch as fell to them, 


and thoſe not of the moſt reſpectable. 
And, after their return, they were not free, 
but were under the dominion. of the Per- 
fians, Medes, and Greeks ; as alſo the Ro- 


tr Maas «Kft... o 


mans: and although they at one timethrew 


off their yoke, and had kings of the Aſ- 


moneans, and Herodians, yet, was there 
no king among them of the ſeed of David; 


neither had they the ark; with the cheru- 


bim, and the ſbecinab, or divine preſence, 
which reſted thereon; nor the Ureem'and 
Tumeen, nor the ſpirit of prophecy, &c. All 
which, is a manifeſtation; that it wss not 
a perfect redemption, but onlx a viſitation, | 
with which God was pleaſed to viſit them, 

that they were allowed to build a temple 
to the Lord, 4 the permiſſion of Cyrus, 
and according to the meaſure given by him. 
This was, that they might the better be 
enabled to work their repen tance, and make 
an atonement for their ſins; but, as that 


Was 
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vas not the caſe, and they did evil as their 


and their dominion ceaſe, after the four 
hundred and ninety years from the Baby- 
lonich captivity.” And this, is che \reat 
meaning of the word TPM Nechtach; a 
ion of the 


1 off, or 5 : 
holy city. 118 one . 


He alſo gave him to underſtand, 1 d 40 


word V? Nechtach, a ſeparation : that, 
ag in the ſecond viſion, which he ſaw of 


the morning and evening, and which were 
of the number of two thouſand three hun- 
dred; he was not therefore to imagine 


that they were connected, ſo as to form a 


ſeries; or be of one nature, either in cap- 


tivity, ot repentence ; or a return to their 
former honour; but that there ſhould be a 
cutting off, or ſeparation of ſeventy weeks 


from them. And, as this expreſſion was 
very brief and obſcure, he afterwards ex- 
plained it more at large in the following 
verſes, as will be ſhewn: hereafter. 

The firſt N p propoſed by the captivity, 


: | G 2 is, 


3 


fathers, their kingdom was to be cut off, 


* | 
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is, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and 8 rr 


an end of ſins, and to make expiation for 
iniquity. The meaning of this is, that the 


fins are accounted as an impurity and fil- 


thineſs; and which is the cauſe of their 
removal from their creator; in the ſame 
manner, as it is improper to appear before 
kings or princes in dirty or filthy garments. 
And, as theſe filthy ſpots cannot be re- 
moved from off the garments, but by 
means of waſhing and ſcouring of them, 
ſo, in like manner, is man to act by his 
ſoul. And agrecable to this, ſays Solo- ; "4 
mon. Let thy garments be always WHITE, 
i. e. clean. Fccle. ix. 8. And ſo ſays the 
' prophet, Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine eyes. 
| Tfai. i. 16. And the Pfalmiſt ſays, Waſh 
me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe 
me from my fin. Pal. li. 4. And there- 
fore, afflictions are a neceſſary conſequence 
in relation to fin, for the cleanſing of the 
foul. But, as repentance does in like 
manner cleanſe and purify the ſoul from 


_ fin, ; 


Ht 
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fia, God doth therefore long defer his an- 
ger from the ſinner, to give him an op- 
portunity to repent: but if he does not. 


he receives his puniſſnent. Nowy, it is 


manifeſt, that while the nation of Iſrael 
were in poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, 
they were exceedingly wicked and ſinful 

before God; particularly in idolatry, 
whoredom, ſhedding of innocent blood, 
and in aboliſhing the ſeventh year of reſt*. 
For which reaſon, it was but juſt, that 
they ſhould be puniſhed for thoſe crimes; 
and therefore, when they were carried 
away captive to Babylon, for the ſin of not 
keeping the ſabbath of the land, agreeable 
to what Moſes foretold} ; they had alſo 
the promiſe of their return by Jeremiah, 
For thus faith the Lord, that after ſeventy 
years be accomphſhed at Babylon, I will vift 
you, and perform my me words e wry 


un Levit. XXV. 4 

1 Then fhall the land evjoy her abbath, as long as it 
lieth deſolate, and ye be in your enemy's land, &c: m. 
xxvi. 34. 0 0 
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in „* return to: this place, Jer: 

, xxix. 10. Hence, it is manifeſt, that their 
viſitation was to follow that. of the pu- 
niſhment of Babylon, as mentioned in 
Jer. XRF. I'S: And which Was actually 
and the ruin of the Babylonian empire 
which followed, Cyrus coming to the 
throne of Perſia, gave leave to the Jews to 
return to their own land: this being the 
fole intent of the promiſe of Jetemiah. 


Which return was, that they might repent, 


in order to merit a perfect redemption, 
And this, is the meaning of the prophet, 
where he ſays, For I know the thoughts that 
I think towards you, _ the Lord, &. 
Jer, Wix. 11. 

Theſe thoughts are not meant of their 
viſitation, or return from Babylon, but 
the latter redemption by the Meſſiah. and 
therefore he ſays, in the following verſes, 
Then SHALL YE call upon me, and ye ſhall go 
and pray unto me, &c. This is not a pro- 
aſe, but a command, that they ſhould re- 


pent 


Di, PRIESTLEY. # 
pent, and pray unto him; as the prophet 


the, WHEN'YE SHALL SEARCH FOR” ME 
WITH ATI YOUR HEART.” And I will be 


und of you; faith the Lord, and I will turn 


away: your captivity, and I will gather you 
from ALL THE NATIONS, and from ALL 
THE PLACES whether I have driven you; 
faith the Lord. This, it is manifeſt, could 
not denote their return from Babylon: for 


n not from I n N 


Hons. 
And that they migät obtain this ove 
reign good, they were commanded to re- 


pent, and pray to him. This, perfectly 


coincides with the words of Moſes, that 
by means of their repentance, God will 
gather their diſperſions. Levit. xxvi. 40, 


&Cc. 


And, becauſe during the time of the 9 


cond temple, inſtead of their repenting, (as 
they ought to have done) they added to 
their former ſins, by murder, whoredom, 
injuſtice, violence, and rapine; as alſo by 


the 


further ſays, And ye ſbull ſoel me, and md 
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into the land, in the days of : Joſhua, till 
the deſtruction of the firſt temple, by Ne- 
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data the Sadduces, &c. It was 


therefore, that this captivity was deter- 
mined upon them; not for the crimes 
which they committed during the ſecond 


temple only, but for all they had com- 


mitted from the time of their firſt entrance 


buchadnezzar; as well as thoſe during the 
ſecond temple. In the whole, near one 
thouſand three hundred years: during the 
greateſt part of which, they were continu- 


ally doing evil in the ſight of the Lord. 


And as for this length of time, in which 
they had ſinned, they were but a few years 
in Babylon; they conſequently were not 
cleanſed but of a ſmall part of their ſins; 
and therefore, the Supreme being had de- 
termined, that they ſhould go in a very 
long captivity, (unleſs they repented) to 
receive their puniſhment, and accompliſh 
their ſins, according to what the prophet 
Jeremiah ſays. The puniſhment of thine ini- 
quity ts * !/hed, O daughter of Zion. 

Lament, 


| Ds. PRINGTUTY. — ay 
Lamedt. iv. 22. For which rauſon” the 
COT er AER 
for to make an" accompliſhment" of fins, CCC. 
I muſt farther. obſerve, that the angel 
made uſe of three different expreſſions; | 
"23 N- 9 For to finiſh; and for to 
make an accompliſhment ; and for to make an 
atonement. The reaſon of which is, that 
for the ſin of not keeping of the ſabbati- 
cal years, they were puniſhed by the capti- 
vity in Babylon; but for the three great 
crying ſins, viz. idolatry, murder, and 
whoredom, which they had been guilty of 
during all the time that they were in the 
land, they did nor receive any puniſhment 
for, during the Babyloniſhcaptivity, by rea- 
ſon of the ſhortneſs of its duration; and + 
therefore, this long captivity was neceſſary 
for to fimiſh the tranſpreſſion, i. e. IDOL A- 
TRY, and to make an accompliſhment ſor 
/n; 1. e. WHORE DoM, and to make an atone- 
ment for iniquity, i. e. MURDER. 
Hence, the firſt æN D purpoſed by the 
captivity, is clearly explained. And as 
the explanation of prophecies, is generally 


PE „% ts Ws 8 3 rere 1 1 

| Q judged it php Sd laying; 3 30 den 
off; i ; in indicating thereby, that the kingdom, . 

or government, would beijcut * 9 


ee eee S116" $i * 


. The ſecond au purpoſed is; ꝶ an . 
och ande bring. in everlaſting. righteous. * 
neſe. The intent of which expreſſion is, 
that, as the children of Iſrael were in 


Egypt four hundred years, in order that 


by their miraculous departure from thence, 


the truth of the exiſtence: of the bleſſedd 
God, his power, and particular providenee 


4 


might be made manifeſt, as Moſes was 


N expreſsly inſtructed to ſay, To the BEND thun 


mayeſt know THAT I AM THE LORD i the 
midi of the earth. Exod. viii. 22. That 
thou mayeſt KNOW that there is NONE LIKE 


ME in all the earth. Ibid. ix. 14. Again. 


And that my name MAY BE DECLARED 


THROUGHOUT ALL THE EARTH. Ibid. 
16. And which manifeſtation, was per- 
fected by the children of Iſrael only, ob- 


taining the true knowledge of God; ſo, in 


* 
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pteme Being, to dignify all mankind, | 
_ whom he @w'plunged into the moſt con 
fuſed and erroneous principles, not bang 
the leaſt ſenſe of the truth. And, as if is 
not eo be ſuppoſed that the intent of he 
Supreme Being, in the creation of main, 
can be fruſtrated, or vain? as all that he cre- 5 
ated was or his 6Lory: He hath thought 
ger, according to this ſuperior wiſdom, 
 td-fhew imenimditbe "way "wherein they m 
walk, and the work that they muſt dor ſo 
that Sn#ſhall be oonſumed outof theearth, | 
and che ihr entirely eut off; and that chey 
may ul know and underſtand that the king- = | 
dot is the Lord's; und that he is the olf 
Goerner tinong the nations ; and thatthe | 
firm belief of his UNITY" may be ſo wh 
alterably fixed in their hearts, as that they 
may attain to the end for which they were — 
created. This, is to be obtained by brin- 
ing his people low in this long captivit): | 
ſo that when they ate tedeemed therefrom, =, * 
EY outcafts'of "Uracl are gather 

| H 2 8 5 . 
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8 as alſo the refuurrettion of the 


dead, (and which is to follow immediately) 


all the nations of the earth will, by means 


thereof, arrive at the true belief of his divi· 


. : % p 


nity, and receive his kingly government; 


And, as this purpoſe is of the greateſt mag · | 


nitude, as ALL. nations are to receive the 


true knowledge of God, it was \ conſe. 


quently neceſſary, that this captivity 
ſhould be thus long ; becauſe, the means 


ought to be proportioned to the effect. 


And as a captivity of four hundred years 
in Egypt was neceſſary, for the nation of 


the Jews only, to arrive at the true xnow- 


ledge of God, it muſt conſequently be 
neceſſary for this captivity to be much 
longer, as being the means of bringing 
ALL the nations of the earth to the true 
faith, agreeable to what the prophet Iſaiah 


ſays. And it ſball came to paſs in Th LAST 


. DAYS, that the' mountain of the Lord's 

houſe: ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top of the 
mountains, and ſhall be exalted above the hills; 
AND ALL NATIONS ſha/l flow unto it. And 


many 


* 
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many people ſpall go and ſa, Come ye, and ie 
. go. up) to the mountain of the Lord, 10 the 
houſe of | the Gad of, Faceb, AND HE WILL 
teach us oH HIS WAYS, AND WE, WILL 
WALK id HIS” PATHS; . for out of Zu 
ſhall go forth the:law, and the ward of the 
Lord from Feruſalem, Ifai. i ii. 2, 3. And 
verſe 20. In that day a man ſhall caſt away | 
his idols of filver, and his idols of gold, which 
| they. made, {each one) for himfelf to worſhip, 

Gc. And as he in another place obſerves, 
Ax ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers 
on the earth, 40hen be li lifteth up an enfign on 


the mountains; and when he bloweth a frume 


pet, hear ye. Iſai. xviii. 3. And the pro- 
phet Zephaniah ſays, For then will I turn 
to the people a pure language, that they may 
ALL call upon the name of the Lord, to ſerve 
him with one conſent, Zepli. iii. 9. Theſe, 
beſides innumerable other paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, all teſtify, that by means of the reſto- 
ration of the Jews, all nations will be 
brought to the kn ge of the true 
God. And, in this ſenſe it was, that the 


angel 


da ; , 
. 
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. angel ſaid to Daniel. % let in we, 

\ Fighteduſneſs; i. e. the captivity which is 
determined upon thy people, and upon thy. 

| holy city; is, in order to BRING! IN 
EVERLASTING: RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


Tpbe thitd end purpoſed is, van vg 
and to feal the viſion and prophecy. Net 
according to the ſenſe given in the Englith 
tranſlation, 70 feal up; i.e. to ceaſe; but 
quite the reverſe ;' for whereas before the . 
deſtruction of the temple, 8&6; it was the 
place of the influence: of prophecy, * _ 
which produced a number of prophets in 
IIrael: yet, after the deſtruction, as the 
Pfalmiſt obferves, We fee not our by 
THERE 18 770 more any propbet, &c. Pſal. 
Ixxix, 9. But at the reſtoration of Iſrael; .. 
the ſpirit of prophecy will beagain reſtored 
4 do them; as the prophet fays, And it h 
3 cee ro paſ afterward,” (that) I will pri 
Þ blut my ſpirit upon all fleſh, and your - fons and 
your dau ohters ſhall prophecy, &c. Joel ii. 
28. And Twill ſhewwonders in the heavens, 
= and i in the earth, &c. Ibid. ii. 40. The . 
1 meanin 2 
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meaning of which is, that in thoſe days | 
the fpirit of prophecy being reſtored to 
Iſrael, the prophets will be enabled to work 


of the expreſſion to ſeal the prophecy z i. e. 
the prophecies wilh be then publickly au- 
thenticated; as if call with the ſeal of God. 
He alſo thereby alluded to this long cap- - 
ti ity, as the means of perfecting all the 
| prophecies fotetold, concerning the capti- 
vity of the nation; their redemption, and 
the reſurrection of their dead ; as the ſole 
end and purpoſe of all the prophecies; and 
which being accompliſhed, the ſpirit of 
| prophecy will again return to the nation, 
as. heretofore. 4 of” 
The fourth end purpoſsdi is ROSE IE TON | 
and to anoint the Holy of Holies. As to 
the Holy of Holies, that is explained in 
the law, to denote the moſt holy place; 
and, as in the ſecond temple, the Holy 
ef Holies was not anointed, * the * 


* Exod AN 43. &c. 
Was 


miracles, as aforetime. This, is the intent 5 


| 
{ 
\ 
| 
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cloud reſting over the mercy ſears, was 
wakdog in the ſecond terfiple. N ©, 


was not to be found) and which _— 
cauſe, that the Shecinah, (or divine pres” 
ſence) which was manifeſted by a ee 


And the want of this, ſo Sama to 
the Holy of Holies, i allowed even by n 


Chiiſtian author of great note Þ ; (who 5 
it is to be preſumed, cannot be ſul 


pected of favouring my hypotheſis) who, 


ſpeaking of the things wanting in the 1 5 


cond temple, obſerves of the anointing | 


oil, «© But this (the oil) being wanting in 
« the ſecond temple, the want · thereof 
« cauſed a want of ſanity in all things 


« elſe belonging to it.” The angel, there- 


fore, informs him, that at the time of 


their redemption, and appearance of the 5 
true Meſſiah, the anointing oil, which was 
concealed, or deſtroyed, at the deſtruction 


of the firſt temple, will be again reſtored 2 
to them; and with which „they Wilthen 


a e 


— 


* Levit. xvi. 2. &c, 5 
See Dr. Frideaux. Connect. Vol. I. page 193. 
| anoint - 


— 


e e 
E FE 


ol its duration; and whic the ran 
that the ſecond temple was not anointed 5 


. 
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repented), to. 2 into captivity, to f 
| re and to bring in © 
5A e 


Pak 
9 ond 


een 


5 r 
four propalitions, (if I may be allowed the 


ww, N 


1% . 0 hi; ; 
I term) 
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| Get 


; ; the 1 te 
1 . ONT 19 N that the caſe was 


| 18 of what he thought; and that " 
| OR OTE git woiein te 


anointed Prince 

. = 85 gk 2 CY 
ond, thr # are 
all bl ages, and f wall, ever 
bet vines, Hegpwitb he gave ie 


* en . m. a , 6 hi 
to 


| eee, r 


1 


year of th 


© finiſh 


: the Romansc 
andat leng 


- the laſt week, at the 


| 
| 


in which the N e, be 1 6 
and which was on account of. | 
written by Rheum and Shimſhei to Artax:: - 
eres; and who, in conſequence thereof. 
made the biking ceaſe, till the ſecond, 
of Darius, who gays leave, 
e building; and ww hich, . after | 
being finiſhed, continued till, the coming, 
of the. Romans, fixty-twro weeks, beſide, 
beginning of whiths 
warred againſhthera;, 
entirely deſtroyed the cities = . 
J udah, erulalem, the temple, Ke. For 
fron m tba kme that Cyrus firſt gave leave 
to build the \ temple, till its compfetion vas 
twenty-ONG rz andi its duration, pre 
hundred and 1 in the 


. hjs diyifien- 
oe pr weeks; as. (ph 0 


abe what was to coms to paſs. in the 
8 And by the word 2 ib Hal 
12 ä 


the. leiter 


return, 
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Ann bh the Wards," a ribs a, 
infottned him, that; during the" — * 


ttouble, and alarms'fronrtheir Eemies: iI 


And even after the finiſhing of it, they. 


al „* Aktointio'S) er of 


vity of Babylon were accompliſh 


i 


the temple, thüy would Hat contlaual” 


Aiefitloned in Ezrä. And in Neha 17 
167 Wee flu, that while ohe balf of hem 
wrought in the wöôrk, the other half ere 
obliged ts held e Nai, "the" feilt, e. e 


would frequently be trobblsd, and perſe- 
cured; and which was really the'ts 
may be obfervcd of the treble: - 
eutibns they underwent frorh 28 1 
and Romanꝭ : not tomehtibtt their lüteftine 
trblibles:"' AII wich, platt) Giews; Tat 
it wa not 2 tHlorough redemptions. Dy" 
"Thitd; Aud after hee. webe 
A Not © 
T6 Hir: ind the city and Jantuaty Foal be 
Dee e e 


** 
. 


9 25 


. igt 6, 
e k e 4 


rr fe wasput todeath by Vesper 

bg 9 bio ods yd eckt K 
. ET | can, 
Þ, but the ran pit. 
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ANOINTED," 1 Str: xxyis gs of Oe, ; 
King wi { called i, becauſe he was anointed at the | 
expreſs corfiniitid df "Gol, by we händ of We Pfbpher- 
Bur this d in is vile be applied ue Jes 5 ue ufer 
all my reſearches, I cannot find, war atointell r 
prophet, or other perſon, except the woman 
oftitireot du "Nv" bead;* may beſo elles seg Wark | 
a . 1 Dr 196110779, 23% V HEtELR ?. 
+ A. f what you obſerve, page 37, of a {purioiy Jaſes | 
phus, I muſt take the liberty to ſet you right, by inform, _ 
ing you, that the work, called Joſtptiotn Ben Grit, wis © 
written by the true Joſephius,arid whů wrde His Jö pH. 
to de Romans, in Greek; andthe other, (whih you cell 
ſpurious) to the in e. As to the cauſe of it 
not being heard of before the twelfth century, I can 2 
account for: for being rieten in Hebrew) the /Qhriſtiew, * 
who before that period know very little of the-ſacted-latns 
guage, were not able to read it; but that there were a- 
thextic copies of it among the Jews, is not to be doubted, 
as Rabbi, Thaw obſerves, Aud what ip-with-me-a grent, 
proof.of its authenticity, is th. contradiftione of the Chriſ-- - 
tian hiſtorians about ĩt; for who is the moſt o- 
fiderable of them, in his great zeal to decry-it, had fell -- 
into a molt egregious blunder. - Hefirſt obſerves, That 
. Joſeph, the hiſtorian, the ſon of Gorian, is one of the 
Doctors that France brought forth in the ELEVENTH 
© CENTURY,” 


Fun about four years before the deſtruction 


5 this day. And wky f. beruft 75. e e 


thi walls, the houſes, Ke. 


* 


„ Firat * Ss 


of” the temple: as was alſo his ſon: 25 


which is ſhewn by the words W 78) and be 
not to Him, 7 b. there fall be no Ne 


him: for after his death, there was e 


 ſanttugry Jhall be deſtroyed (by) the H of 
the prince that ſhall come e the end. theres: 


of fall be wwith a flood,” atid une för e of” 
the war. deſalations are determpzed, "All 
which, was fully accompliſhed under Ti- 
tus, 'who- commanded them to demokiſh 


Eng 
- 
i. 


\ And; after having mentioned the parti 


eulars of the fixty- nine weeks, vis. the | 


fitft feven, and the fixty-two; he proceeds 


„ CENTURY,” And; a little "farther he obſerves, 


That the book was known to Saadias, one of the Exe ' 
« -cellenty'of the TENTH: CENTURY.” (Baſnage't + 
Hiſtory of the Jews, page 610, 611.] After ſucha groſs © 
miſtake as this, T'thiok very little credit ought to be given” 
book; eſpecially, as learned men (and you alſo) allow. 
thata ſpurious paſſage has been foltered into what you ars | 
Pleaſed to call AN ol er * 


1 


f FR PRIBSTLEY. os 
to the laſt week of the ſeventy; NAVIIN = 
TIE YBY 027 nd leber 
55 covenant with many one net. D e 
ſraben of the prince, mentioned Sg. 
preceding verſe, and who coming po the 
| | beginning of thelaſt week, wascontinyally 7 
offering peace to the Jews, according o 
the emperor's deſire; and therefore, the 
angel made uſe of the verb vn and he 
chall ſtrengthen: ile. he ſhall endeavour to 
ſtrengthen the covenant, that was between 
them: and for that reaſon, he did not lay 
that he ſhould make à covenant. with 
them; but only to ſtrengthen the former . 
one. Ju 
And as to the expreſſion, Aud. is the 
15 (er balf) of the wat (i. e. the ſeven» 
| ieth) be ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the. A- 
on io ceaſe, The prediction was fully 
"yeri ified; for on account. of the great trov= | 
"bs of the ſiege, the ſacrifice, and the of- 
(ering, ceaſed from the temple, three years 
a half before ita deſſruction. And he 
er ablerre, ths all this base 
upon 
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„ "HL. 
upon then, Jr; he 2 5 "TY 
A ations MW, It Foul bs 1 e. 
pi yu 8e 6e b a y V had com- 
; Caring boch the 20 . ſecond 
e Hen. e, e anſpert to Daniel's 

Seit was com plete; ;and which v was to in- 
oben — — that the ittation of the Baby- 
{h' captivity was not prolonged, but ra- 


ww „ „„ „ „ «a v4. 


k x: haſtened; but that, ift f they | ſhoul not 


4» deut Un 


and mend their ways, they would . 


3 


after tl ts period allowed them, go into a 
Jong captivity,” to expiate their rmer 
tranſgreffone, &c. 3 : 2 1 

This, is Wr d to me; and 1 
doubt not, to every impartial, ang candid 
Perlen Allo, when duly conſidered, „per- 
feccl) Eonformable to the whole co 975 | 


"beginnibg*from the in, ay of. th ie 


Daa ena 100 by 7150 


WET the 207 17 the L E Lord ta Je 0 
b rhe prophet," that be 2 11 * | 
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| here given, it is manifeſt, that the anfper 
Was perfectly calculated to remove bis 
doubt; and which was all that was in- 
tended by it. But if you, or any other 
Chriſtian, ſhould think proper to diſpute 
the ſenſe here given, I mean then, to take a 
review of all the explanations given by the 
Chriſtian commentators: and I pledge 
myſelf to produce ſuch inſurmountable 
objections to their different ſyſtems, as 
will clearly point out the fallacy of them, 
and firmly fix the truth of mine. | 
As to what you object againſt Rabbi 
Iſaac, * that from the deſtruction of the 
e temple; by Nebuchadnezzar, to that 
„ by Titus, was a period of more than 
£* 650 years,” is, I preſume, not accord- 
ing to ſcripture; but, on the contrary, 
is founded on the opinion embraced by 
Chriſtian writers, from prophane authors; 
who hold, that from Cyrus, King of 
Perſia, till Darius, who was conquered by 
Alexander, there were fourteen Kings. But, 
this is * contrary to ſeripture; for 
K in 
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J 


in the viſion which he faw, (chap. x. xi. 
the angel in formed bim, that there was to 
be three kings more in Perſia, beſides 
i Cyrus, in the third year of whoſe. reign, | 


he ſaw the viſion; which plainly. ſhews, 


2 that there were to be but four kings in all, 
92 Cyrus, his ſon Cambyſes, Ahſuerus, 
the huſband of Eſther, and Darius, egg 


in ſeripture Artaxerxes. : 


' | ? 


1 am, &c. 
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LETTER IL. 


Of the divine Maſion of CHRIST, compared 
_ with that of Mosks. | 


DEAR SIR, 


yu are pleaſed to tell us, (page 18, of 


your letters) “That our er 
& rejected thoſe who came from God, U 


«6 ſuppoſe you mean Chriſt and the 


66 __ 


Ds PRE AT IEK by 
60 « apoſtes and who brought the ſame teſ- 


« timontials of a divine miffion that Moſes, 
« and the preceding prophets, brought be- 
« fore them;“ 1. e. the working of mi- 
racles. . 
All this, is eaſily aflerted, but not edna: 
for in my humble opinion, you ought to 
have proved; firſt, that the miracles which 
Moſes wrought, were the eſpecial proof 
of his divine miſſion: ſecond, that thoſe - 
which Jeſus wrought, were in like manner 
ſuch, as no human being could work. 
without the immediate affiſtance of God; 
and that there was alſo the ſame neceſ- 
ſity for their being performed. But as 
you have not thought proper to proceed 
in this fair manner; I mean to take the taſk 
upon myſelf; and ſhall therefore, in the 
firſt place prove, that the Jewiſh nation did 
not believe in Moſes merely on account of 
the miracles which hewrought, (although 
there was the greateſt neceſlity for them) 
and ſecondly, that there was not only no 
uch neceſiity for thoſe of Jeſus, but that 
K2 they 


o 
. 
. 
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they 1 were ſcarcely juſt or rational; ; and con- 

; ſequently, cannot be offered as proofsof his 

divine miſſion, in compariſon with that of 

Moſes. | 
As to the Ss of Moſes, there was | 


the greateſt neceſſity for them. For in- 


ſtance, the plagues he brought upon the 


Egyptians, was neceſſary for the redemp- 


tion of the Jewiſh nation; as was the di- 


viding of the Red ſea, and the drowning 
of the Egyptians, for their farther deli- 
verance from them. The manna from 
heaven, and the water from the rock, wete 


neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence in the wil- 
derneſs: the ſame of all the reſt. 


And, although they were performed in 


the ſight of both the Jewiſh and Egyptian 


nations, yet were they only preparatory to 
that, which was to fix their firm belief 
in the divine miſſion of Moſes, viz. God 
ſpeaking with Moſes face to face, in 


the preſence of ſix hundred thouſand men, 
beſides women and children; as men- 


tioned i in Exodus, chap. ix. 9. And ihe 


Lord 


Ds. PRIESTLEY, 


Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Lo, I come unto FRE m 
a thick cloud, that the people may hear when 
T1 ſpeak with thee, AND BELIEVE THEE FOR - 
EVER. 


This, Sir, was the eſpecial amok of the | | 


diuine miſſion of Moſes: and indeed, a 


greater cannot be required, as Moſes him- 


ſelf emphatically expreſſes it, For aſt now 
of the days that are paſt, which were before 
thee, fince the day that Gad created man upon 


the earth, and (aſt from one fide of the heaven. 


unto the other, whether there hath been (any 
ſuch thing) as this great thing is, or hath 


been heard like it? Did (ever) people hear | 
the voice of God ſpeaking out of the midft of | 


fire, as thou haſt heard? Deut. iv. 32, 33. 
Andit was this that God meant by the ex- 


preſſion, And this (Hall be) a fign unto thee, 
THAT I HAVE SENT THEE: when thou | 


ſ 


| 
1 
ö 


haſt brought forth the people out of Egypt, 
ve ſhall ſerve God upon this mountain. Exod, 
111. 12. | 

For this was the eſen/ial proof of the 
divine miſſion of Moſes; becauſe, they not 
| only 


— 
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only heard God ſpeak to Moſes, but to 
themſelves alſo; and by which, they were x 
fully ſatisfied of the exifence of the ſpirit of 
prophecy, as we find they expreſſed them- 
ſelves, Aud we have heard his voice out of 
the midſt of the fire: we have ſeen this day 
THAT GoD DOTH TALK WITH MAN, and 
he liveib. Deut. v. 24. 

And what 1s {till a greater proof of his 
divine miſſion,” and that the nation were 
fully convinced thereof, is, that they from 
thenceforward, agreed to receive, as com- 
ing from God, whatever he ſhould deliver 
to them; becauſe, they then were fully fa- 
tisfied of his miſſion, Hear their own 
words. Now therefore why ſhould wve die? for 
this great fire wwill conſume us. Tf wwe con- 
rinue to hear the voice of the Lord our God any 
more, then wwe ſhall die. For who (is there) 
of all fleſh that hath heard the voice of the 
living God, ſpeaking out of the midft of the 
fire, as we (have) and lived? Go thuu near, 
and hear all that the Lord our Gad ſhall ſay, 


and ſpeak thou unto us ALL, that the Lord 
| cur 
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our God all peak unto thee, AND WE WILL. 
| HEAR (it,) AND Do (#). Ibid. 2 5, 26, 
27. and Exod. xv. 19. 

And, as it was by ſuch extraofdinary 
| means, that they came to entertain a firm 
belief in his divine miſſion, i it hath never 
been effaced from the Jewiſh nation : for 
notwithſtandin g that they fell into idolatry 
and other crimes, yet, at no time whatever 
did the nation deny the divine miſſion of 
| Moſes, No, Sir, not the deſtruction of our 
government, and the conſequent diſperſion 
of our nation; the perſecutions of Infi- 
dels and Chriſtians, and the almoſt univer- 
ſal contempt of nations, have ever been 
able to root it out of our hearts. | 
Hence it is manifeſt, from the words of 
God himſelf, (and who, we muſt grant, 
was fully acquainted with the ſentiments 
of the nation) that miracles on were not 
ſufficient to eſtabliſh a firm belief in the 
divine miſſion of Moſes; much leſs can 
thoſe of Jeſus, and which you freely ac- 
knowledge, cannot vie with thoſe recorded 


| 1 K | 
1 | © of 


_ 
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of Moſes, in point of magnitude and Aolen- 
Abr, be thought ſo: more eſpecially, if we 
conſider the ſtrong injynctions laid on vs 


law. Ye /ball not ADD unto the word, which 


And although you, and ſome other Chriſ- 


not be informed, that, that is not the ſenti- 


_ toChriſtianity, the profeſſors thereof ought 


as 493 3 


by Moſes, not to add or diminiſh from the 


1 command you, neither fall ye DIMINISH 

(ought) from it. Deut. iv. 2. and xii. 3. 
Whereas, Chriſtians hold, that Jeſus had 
power to aboliſh the Moſaical diſpenſa- 
tion, and which they ſay, he actually did. 


tians, believe the perpetual obligation of the 
law, of Moſes; yet, I ſuppoſe, that a per- 
ſon of your knowledge and experience, need | 


ments of Chriſtians in general; and this, 
leads me to conſider your attempt to con- 
vert the Jews, to what you call Chriſtianity, 
as both prepoſterous, and uſeleſs. Pre- 
poſterous; becauſe you muſt be ſenſible, 
that to convert a nation, ſuch as the Jews, 


to be unanimous, in what the work of 
ſalvation conſiſts; (otherwiſe, they might 
8 be 
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be deterred We [Heath of the 
qiffculty attending the making a proper 
choice of that which is right) that this 1 is 
not the caſe With what is called Chriſti- 


anity, I fubtnit to the judgment of every. 
candid and impartial perſon. For, if we 


go to the Catholic church; we are told,” 


that out of the pale thereof, there is: no — 
vation; and conſequently, A ſubmit to 
believe, tranſubſantiation; the worlki pping / 
or praying to faints and images, with a 
whole train of et ceteras, or go to the devil. 9 
And, although the reformed churches, © 2 
(with the whole body of diſſenters) are 
more charitable; yet, unleſs a perſon firmy 
believes the doctrine of the Trivity, and 
the merits of the blood and' ſuffering of 
Chriſt, as the Me Nab and Saviour of the 
world, there is no ſalvation for him. Nay, 
even you yourſelf, and thoſe that areof your 
opinion, are not conſidered as Chriſtians, by 
thoſe that aceount themſelves orthodox; as 
1 underſtand, from both clergy aud laity. 
wa whom I have converſed, . And what 
HY L is 
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is more, vou „ 

demnation as the ſews, for not believing 1 in 
the doQtring of the Trinity; 8 1 perceive 

by the following paragraph, and which 
Mr. Lindfey, in his © Sequel to the Apo- 

logy for refigning the Vicarage of Catte · 

rick,” obſerves, . that it is taken from 

Page 30, of an * Anſwer to the Rev. Mr. 

 Romaing's 's Practical Commentary on the 
* one . oh and ſeventh Pſalm. 

| As I am not poſſeſſed of either the 
Commentary, or Anſwer; L hall give it in 
Mr. Lindſey's own words. In page 100, 
« we meet with a ſurpriſing accuſation: 
„ againſt the Jews, that they are now 
. without a God, becauſe they have re · 

4 jected the true God, the bleſſed Trinity 

« of their fathers, and worſhip they know 

e not what. They have ſet up ſome 
„ ſtrange kind of an infinitely extended 

4 metaphyſical Being, whom they call the 

one ſupreme God, and who never had 

v any exiſtence, but what the enemies of {i 

* Chriſtianity have been pleaſed to give 

"i 11 66 »» Wai 
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« This is a newdeſcription of atheiſm. To 
believe in o ſupteme God, is with ig- 
« norant zeal aſſerted to be the fame thing | 
6 ax to be without a God.“ But I aſk, (in 


the words of Mr. Lindſey) what is atheiſm, 
or what is en, if denying the exiſtence 


of o ſupreme God be not? And may not 
1 fay, in vindication of the Jews, againſt 
this melavolent charge, that if they wotſhip 
o ſupreme God, they ds worſhip the 
God of their fathers ? Do they not wor- 
ſhip the God of Abraham, of Iſäac, and 


of Jacob, in whom they believed? The 


God of Moſes, to whom he declared him- 


ſelf by the name I AM? The God de- 
ſcribed in the law / and the Prophets, as THE 


ONLY LIVING AND-TRUE Gop. . And my 
author farther obſerves, * But the au- 
«« thor's zeal cannot ſtop here. Chriſtians - 
«are included in the fame condemnation - 
« with the Jews, if they do not aſſent to 
* this new * article of his own invented 


| | { „ greed.” 
3-4 161 underſtand my author rightly, I nnn dir from 
L 2 him 
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« creed.” Sequel to-the Apology. Page 
3 6. ide di i abu CaASWang 


And can you imagine, that a hole na- 
tion would forſake a religion given by 
| God. bimſelf, for ſuch manifeſt contra: 
| diftory opinions; and which, according to 
5 your doctrine, are both, far from true. Chriſ; 
tianity ? Where is the poor Jew. now ta 
chooſe ? Why he is in 2 worſe plight than 
the idolatrous Jews. i in the time of Ahab; 
for they halted between two opinions only, 
as Elijah told them; ( Kings xvili. 214) 
25 but here are three, . | Am I not now juſti- 
fied in calling your attempt prepoſterous? 
But perhaps you will tell me, that What 
you profeſs is right, and that * you believe 
in the perpetual obligation. of ALL the 
4 laws which Moſes preſcribed to our 
0 nation. (page 5 of your letters). If fo, 
I at once pronounce your attempt to be 
nugatory. For can we do more by em- 


him in this; for I always underſtood, that the ſelf -exiſt- | 
ence, and equality of - Chriſt with the Father, 8c. was al. 

ways held by the Trinitarians; conſequently, it cannot be 
a xEw-invented article. 5 | 


/ - +71 bracihg 


* 
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bracing Chriſtianity, than adhere. to the 
law of Moſes, even e r to yur by» 


potheſis ? Surely not. 4 
\ Butnetwithſtanding ks bn, 2nd 
that of your ſect, (which are but a hand- 
ful) Chriſtians in general hold, that on the 
preaching of the goſpel, the aboliſhment of 
the Moſaical diſpenſation took place. And 
it is on this ground, that we are to conſider 
the divine miſſion of Chriſt. | Now, as the 
divine miſhon of Moſes by God's ſpeak - 
ing to him face to face, as befors obſerved, 

is clearly proved; and as God had ſtrictly 
injoined us by Moſes not ro ADD, or bi- 
MINISH from the law fo given by him, 
what muſt we think of one who by his 


doctrine abrogated it? Epheſ. ii. 15. Ro- | 


1, &c. In my humble opinion, I think it 
is clear, that he could not be ſent by God, 
as God never contradicts himſelf. 

As to the miracles of Jeſus, I have ob- 
ſerved, they were ſcarcely juſt or rational. 
I ſhall at preſent take notice of but one 


Or 


i 
4 


{yp 


8 : Tarps; ro 4 


into them, and fo cauſing — to run 


For, in the firſt place, the text fuys, Aud 


tree to produce fruit out of ſeaſon, and 


3 * 
14, 
(#41 
.£ 


or two, viz. 1. His driving of the devils 
out of the two men poſſeſſed, and ſending 
= into the herd of ſwine. Matt. viii, 

This, I think, was not ſtrietly 
14. for; as (according to your opinion) 
he was but a man, and a prophet, 'T would 
willingly be informed, what right he had 
to deſtroy another perſon's property, in 
the manner he did, by ſendiug the devi ls 


violeptly into the ſea and periſh?” 
2. His curſing the fig - tree for not bear- 
Rees out of ſeaſon. Mark xi. 13. This 
conceive to be neither rational, or Juſt. 


wwhen be came to it, he found nothing but 
leaves ; for the time of figs was not YET. 
Hence it is manifeſt, that he required the 


which would have deen contrary to the 
intent of its creator; and therefore, he, as 
a dutiful ſon, curſes. the innocent and 
guiltlefs tree, for doing that which his fa- 


ther had commanded i it to do, viz. to bear 
fruit 
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fruit in its. proper ſeaſon; If after this, | 
Chriſtians, ſhould Kill perſiſt in the m-- 
racle, accordivg to the letter of the 
| ſtory, much good may it do them: but I 
am ſure, it will never be the means of 
converting the unbelieving Jews to the 
Chriſtian faith. | 

But had Jeſus, on the contrary, as (St. 
Anglia ſomewhere obſerves) inſtead of 
curſing the fig fig · tree, have made a dry, dead, 
or withered one immediately to bud, flou- 
riſn, and preſently to briag forth fruit out 
of ſeaſon, as we find recorded by Moſcs, 
who, taking a rod of each tribe, by the 
command of God, laid them up in the: ta- 
bernacle of witneſs, in order to prove there- 
by, whom it Was that he was pleaſed to 
make choice of for the prieſthood, we find. 
And it came io paſs, that on the morrqw, Maas 
went into the tabernacle of witneſs : and be- 
Bold, the RoD of Aaron, for the bouſe of Levi 
Was BUDDED, AND BROUGHT , FORTH 
BYDs, AND BLOOMED BLOSSOMS, AND 


YIELDED ALMONDS. Numb. xvül. 8. Had 
Jeſus 
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| Jeſus aQted i in this manner, it would hes! 
been ſuch an inſtance of his powery as to 
have rendered the proof of the miracle in- 
diſputable ; though not of ſufficient au- 
thoxity to prove his divine nen as 
ahove ſhewn by Moſes. 

But, Sir, I have yet il Farther: 
„ object againſt this miracle, and which 
aſſects the credibility of the hiſtory there · 

of. For in Matthew xxi. it appears, that 

| he firſt caſt out the buyers and ſellers out 
">... of ths temple; and on the morrow TY 
the fig- tree; whereas, according-to Mark 

xi. it is clear, that it was tranſacted before 

the driving of them out of the temple. 

Such a manifeſt contradiction, in inſpired 
writers, (and who, according to your opi- 
nion, were well acquainted with the facts 
about with they wrote) I think, muſt - 
greatly hurt the credibility of the hiſtory; 
which you lo {trenuouſly recommend us 
to peruſe. 
And I am confident, that there are a 


number of others as. glaring as this; but 
which, 


19 
: te N 


4 


| —_— 
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as 'Thave not. at preſent, cither time 

or- inclination 1 to point out. I cannot, 
however, paſs S by the following g without 
taking notice of; it; if it is only that 
cChriſtians in general (Trinitarians,as welt 6 
5 as Unitarians) may turn theic thoughts : 
towards it, in order to give a ſalisfactory | 
inſwer thereto. It is as follows: 
; The Evangeliſt, St. M atthew, in the 
ar chapter of his goſpel, gives us the ge- 


i nealogy of Chriſt; and Luke, in the third 


chapter of his goſpel, does the ſame; but 
Vith ſuch difference, that an unprejudiced 
berſen, would hardly think, they belonged 
bo one and the ſame perſon; for the latter 
not only differs from the former, in almoſt 
= thc whole genealogy from Joſeph to David, 
but has alſo added a few more generations; 
and likewiſe made Jeſus to deſcerid om 


8 Nathan, the ſon of David, inſtead « 0 Se- k 
mon. ; 


bs You will a pleaſe 10 e that 
by | 4 they are not only contradictory to each 
8 other, but are inconſiſtent with them- ; 
2 M ſelves 3- 
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ſelves: for what can be more ſo. than 
Matthew i. i. 18. with Matthew 3 Xil1, 5 5. or 


than Luke i. i. 34,3 35 5. and Luke x XV. 22. Y 
| , you Gl tell” me, in u the th 20 


18 1 e , e Jeſus as N 
& your Meffiah, which \Expreſaly | militate x 

6 againſt the deſcrip oh of. "him at as fore- 1 
e told in your dine Prophetie writings, 1 
6. you are bound ta rejeet aS SPURtOUs,” = 
Call to the Jews, page . whos 0 
Now, if Chriſtians themſelves allow that 19 
part of their gol] pels are Jpurious, how Wi 
are we ſure, that the remainder i is au- 
thentic: and do you call ſuch writings Wi 
as theſe © the proper or hiſtorical evidence Wi 
44 190 the mitacles of Chriſt, 5 aud which Wl 
gu fay (page 54.0f your letters leis of the . 

6c ey _ kind with chat o 0 Moſes"? 8 1 4 
19 3 = Jon 91 I defy 2 N 


„ PRIESTLEY. "8 
1üefy Jö or any other, to piove ſuch 
groſs contradictions in the hiſtory of Moles, - 
If. Jou cannot, (and T am cotifident, that 
it is not in your power) you muſt then 
allow the ſuperiority of Moſes's divine . 
miffion : and which is alt that I contend” 
for at preſent. _ © | 25 
Hence, I think, I have Seal „ 
what I above'propoſed, viz. that miracles 
only are tiot à ſufficient proof of a divine 
miſſion : that they were not theeſpecial proof 
of that of Moſes : and that there was not 
only no ſuch necefity for thoſe which Jeſus 
wrought, but that they were barely juſt or 
rational. I ſhall now produce the words 
of Moſes himſelf, to ſhew, that miracles 
only, are not a ſufficient proof of a divine 
miffion; for he hath told us fo, in as plain 
aud intelligent language, as it 1s poſſible 
for tongue to expreſs. If there ariſe among 
you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and 
giveth you A SON or A WONDER. And the 
gn or wonder COME ro PAss whereof he 
Jpake unto thee, ſaying, Let us go after other 
4 M 2 gods 
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ſerve them : thou ſhalt. not hearken, 


dreans : for. the Lord your: God pagyaau 
vou, 10 to know whether ze love the Lord your 


el with oll your hearty; and auith, al your 
foul. Deut. xiii. 1, 2, 3. Jeg 16 Uu. 


And now, Sir, I muſt take the libertyito : 


aſk you, what you think of miracles, 8 
proof of a divine miſſion, 8 


and unequivocal language as this? Lam 


ſure, if You are that . * _ 


abandon it as untenable... oa M ga 
And let me tell you, Sir, that in this 
| admonition, youh ave a full anſwer to what 


you have advanced, page 20, of your let- 


ters, If God could permit Chriſt to 


« impoſe upon your nation, and the world, 
ein this manner, he might have ſuffered 
<< Moſes to do the ſame, and there could 
„be no guard agaiuſt the groſſeſt impoſ- 


<« tures.” Now, if miracles only had beena 


proof of a divine miſſion, your obſervation 


wund. of that prophets or 9 7 


would 
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wouldchovetvenciat and would have 
been as willing as any one to have allowed 
the forge: thereof: but, on the contrary, (as 

1 have demonſtrated) «miracles (were: not - 
deemed {ufficient even by God bimſelf,as 
may be obſerved by the preceding texts. 
And by this, he expreſsly warns us frum 
being impoſed upon by what are calledmi- 
racles as ell knowing, that there ſhould 
ariſe. ſuch, as would attempt to impoſe 
upon us by working pretended miracles 
and therefore ſtrictiy commands us to put 
that propbet, ot that dreamer of N 
to death. -Ibid. verſe 55 
I have but one thing more at preſent to 
obſerve in behalf of the divine miſſion of 
Moſes : and which fully demonſtrates, that 
it was from God, is, the proſperity (though 
tecappral 1 and which the Supreme Being 


» A » 
of; rk N 


® In ns that 1 propaſe to write on the Od 
Teſtament, (God willing) I mean to prove, that Moſes 
inculcated the doctrine of a future ſtate in his deſpenſa- 
tion, notwithſtanding what Chriſtians have advanced to 
the contrary : but as that is foreign to my purpoſe, I ſhall 
take no farther notice of it at preſent. 


knew 
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knew was then beſt dies make un 
impreſſion on them, and ſhew his vARTI- 
CULAR PROVIDE NON in the government of 
mankind) which he promiſes them, as the 
reward of their obedience; and the dread- 


ful calamities which he denounces againſt | 
them, in caſe of their diſobedience; a 
which, have been literally fulfilled to this 


day; by a moſt wonderful ſeries of events. 
Before I cloſe this letter, I muſt take 
notice of what. you call the true prophetic 
ſpirit of Chriſt. In page 19, you tell us, 


<« As a true prophet, Chriſt foretold the 


« dreadful calamities that befel yournation 
in that generation.“ And quote as a 
proof thereof, Luke xix. 41. But this, Sir, 
is no proof of his propbetie ſpirit: for if 
duly conſidered, you will clearly per- 
ceive, that it is neither more or leſs; than 
the viſion which the angel had ſhewn unto 
Daniel, concerning the deſtruction of the 
city and the ſanctuary, as recorded in the 
twenty-ſixth and twenty- ſeventh verſes 


of the ninth chapter of Daniel; and 
which, 
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which, at that time, was well known 
to all the learned Jews: and do you think 
that Jeſus, . who appears to be well ac- 
quainted with ſeripture, ſhould be i igno- 


rant of it? This, Ithink, can by no meats 


be ſuppoſed; but, on the contrary, it ſeems 
he was well acquainted with it, as appears 
from his quoting part of it. See Matt. 


xxiv. 15. Mark xiii. 14. Conſequently, 


it cannot be produced, as a Pinay. of his 
prophetic ſpirit. TW Ws 

But, if you are defixous Oy a proof« of his 
prophetic ſpirit, I will juſt mention one, 
and leave you to judge of it. It is as fol- 
lows : Marvel nat at this: for the hour 18 
COMING in which ALL that are in the graves 


ſhall hear his voice, and fhall come forth, they 


that have done good, unto the reſurretiion of 


. Hife; and they that have done evil, unto the 


reſurreftion of damnation. John v. 28. 
Now, if this is not an imitation of the 
prophecy of Daniel concerning the re- 
ſurrection, as recorded in chap. xli. 3. 
(only in a little rougher language. than 
what he made uſe of) I do not know what 
is; 


s = r ITE ge 
pot ldd this di SIE that the | 
_ prophet ſpeaks of a future 1 time; whereas | 
Jeſus ſpeaks of it as near at hand; ; although I 
a period of upwards of ſeventeen, | hundred 
years bath elapſed ſince that time. PM 3 

T muſt now take notice of another « ex- 
preſſion, recorded by John in the fame 
chapter, verſe 39. And the Father bim! if 
which hath ſent me, hath borne witneſs of me; 


AI 


YE HAVE NEITHER HEARD HIS VOICE AT 
ANY TIME. Pray, Sir, what do you think 


of thisexpreffion; ; and which is ſo contrary 
to what both Jews and hriſtians believe, 
viz. That God ſpake to the Jewiſh nation. 
face to face, as recorded 5 by by Moſes. No! ow | 
I think, it is clear, that . Saut, 
either that Moſes ſpake truth, and the ex- 
preſſion of Chriſt was falſe; or that Chriſt, 
ſpake truth, and Moſes falſe; and that | the 
whole nation were deluded i in fuch a man- 
ner, as not to believe their own eyes, ,or cars. 
Take your choice; but 1 caution you to be-. 
-ware how you chooſe; for if you Would 
prefet Chriſt, you will then flinds on Avery 
*tottering 


9 


"4 
2 * 4 " 
* T ry T4 * 
S ROI 


ä 
's * 1 z 


yp oy 1 1. 4 hat” 
Fa * va Wy —_ "= * 4 * * _ — 
*r - \ FE þ 4 + 4 , : P K . T ad * = = 0 ho — 4 F _— \ « —_ 
* * * TY i 8 . i OY — wks * N =p " = — L 995 5 * 3 >” 4 % = . 5 9 = Ac: = 
Y N ä TTISSTS.D., 4. = [ =» TSS 37. Fr CER 2 . NN ESA N 1 
. 7 5-4" EA r PC + . 2 
, 4 „ - 8 n y a X [ N 1 
4 * * 


9 LY 

® 2 af 28 — 4 3 
A 
* 1 * 2 >. — 3 = 

. "Es — 


tottering foundation ; becauſe, Chriſt ape 
peals to thoſe very ſeriptu res, (which, ac 
cording to the rule here laid down, muſt 
then be falſe, ) as thoſe that teſtify of him. 
And this, leads me to conſider. what you 
have advanced, page 29. Had Jeſus 
+ been au impoſtor, like others, by whom 
« you have been impoſed. upon fince.” 
Now, the love of truth, obliges me to tell 
you plainly, that according to your hypo- 
theſis, Jeſus muſt be that impoſtor, Heat 
the words of a reverend and dignified cler- 
gyman of the church of England, and at- 
tentively conſider, the ſhocking altervative 
that he has put the character of Jeſus upon. 
They are not my words: | am not ac- 
countable for them : Chriſtians themſelves 
muſt look to it; for it is they that give 
infidels cauſe to triumph. Either our 
% Lord was more than a mere man, or 
even than a mere angel: nay, either he 
« is that great I AM, which had an exiſt- 
* ence, not only before Abraham, but 
before the world began, and upholds all 
N * things 
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« things by the word of his power, or elſe 
& he muſt have been one of the fulſe and 
& oleft of the human race, for making ſuch 
« gronndleſs pretenſions.“ And a little 
farther, * That if this ſyſtem * be really 
s true, the ſcriptures of courſe muſt be 
« falſe, and Chriſt and his apoſtles be 
„ ranked among the greateſt hypocrites Wl 
* and impoſtors that ever appeared on 
earth.” See a brief and diſpaſſionate view 


of the difficulties attendingthe Trinitarian, | 1 
Arian, and Socinian Syſtems, page 12, by "28 
Joſiah Tucker, D. D. Dean of Glouceſ- 


ter, 1774, price zd. 

I muſt now aſk you once more, whether 
this is the religion, that you, with ſo much 
ſincerity and good will, invite the Jews to 
embrace? Were it not that charity forbids WM 
my entertaining ſuch a thought, I ſhould Wl 
be apt to pronounce the whole a farce. Wi 
But, if you are really in earneſt, and wiſh Wi 
to convert the Jews, to what you call Wi 
Chriſtianity, I think you muſt produce 


* The Unitarian. 


more 


7 * 
+. 


. ö 


D, PRIEST LE v. 91 


more e ſubſtantial proofs in ſupport of your 
hypotheſis, than what you have yet done. 


: And, if I might preſume to offer my opi- 
| nion in ſo weighty acauſe, 1 think, thatthe 


11 faireſt method, and that which is the like. 
N lieſt to lead to conviction on either ſide, is ; 


WE to takea review of all the prophecies con- 
* cernin gt the Meſſiah, from Moſes to Mala- 


5 chi, and compare them with the acts of 
* Jeſus, recorded i in theNew Teſtament; to 
4 ſee, whether they have been fulfilled in his 


F perſon, or not. This, is the method I took +» 
myſelf & ſearch for truth: for I am not 
aſhamed to tell you, that I am a Jew by 
choice ; and not becauſe I was born a Jew: 
far from it: for I am clearly of opinion, 
that every perſon endowed with ratiocina- 
tion, ought to have a clear idea of the 
truth of revelation, and a true ground for | 
his faith; as far as human wiſdom can go. | 

And it 1s this, that David meant in his -— {3 
charge to Solomon. And thou Solomon, my | 

Fs, xxow tbe God of thy father, and ſerve 

| x W bhimwitha perfect heart, 1 Chron. iin. 5. 
A * * WÜͤ— 0 4 


4 


2 - brut ru 


"Nos, it is not poſBble for any one to 
know God: but what David meant there- 
by! was, that he ſhould not do as the hea- 
: then di Who inherited their religion from 

tlier to ſon, without having any true 

rounds for their faith. No, ſays he, thou 
18 not do fo, but YT undenftund by thy 
ſenſe and reaſon, that, the God of thy fa- 
ther, i 15 alone worthy to be ſerved; andthen, 
as a natural conſequence, thou wilt ferve 
bim with a perfect heart. For it is mani- 


feſt, that he who hath ſearched nd found 1 


juſt ground for the truth of his faith, will 
always ſerve God with a more fervent de- 
votion, than he who receives his religion, 
as he does his inheritance. 

If the ſcheme above propoſed, was to be 
-purſued, I think we ſhould ſoon come to a 
deciſion: for it is not the name of Meſſiah, 
but the character of the perſon foretold by 
the prophets, that is to be regarded, (as 

you allo acknowledge, page 30) and the 
events to be accomphihed at his coming. 

If all the Prophecies have been fulfilled 


in 
. 
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in Jeſus, he muſt be the perſon foretold; 
if not, (and which, I am pretty confident 
I can prove) why then, he cannqt be the 
perſon propheſied of. Hence it is manifeſt, 
that this is the only rational method, to be 
purſued in a controverſy of this kind: we 
ſhould then ſee, whether we have really fell 
into the miſtake (as you aſſert, page 38) of 
not diſtinguiſhing between a /ufering Me/-- 
ſiab, and that Prince of the houſe of David, 
under whom we are toenjoy the great proſ- 
| perity, that is promiſed to us in the latter 
days. F or as you obſerve, (page 39) the 
« Meſſiah we look for will come.” 
Now, I ſhould be highly obliged toyou, 
if you will point out to me thoſe texts of 
ſcripture which diſtinguiſh the one from 
the other. For I muſt freely acknowledge, 
that notwithſtanding I have frequently 
read the Bible in the original language, in 


* which J have ſome little knowledge; yet, 
1 have I not been fortunate enough to meet 
VERY 

9 with them. Perh aps, my eyes were holden, 


that I ſhould not ſee them; and you are 
ordained 


REL” 
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ordained to open them. If ſo, I beſeech 


vou to be expeditious; for ſalvation ; is a 


work, that I hold, caunot be perfected too | 


ſoon. .. But 1 ſincerely. hope, that they are 
better founded than what you advance, 
(page 39) But it is no where ſaid that 
£ uhe perſon who is characteriſed by the 
2 title of Me Nah, | ſhould: be deſcended 


« from David, but ouly that prince under 


* whom you are tq en joy your pen 
« proſperity.” 

This diſtiuction of yours, muſt tell you 
Gncerely, i is truly fallacious: for no ſuch 
diſtinction is to be met with in the Hebrew 
language: and the word TPP in that lau- 
guage, denotes no more, than imply be 
anvinied; and which is uſed to the King, or 


High Prieſt; it alſo denotes to anoint, &c. 


But 3s never uſed to denote the perſon, de- 
nominated the Meſſiah; for that has only 
obtained, by meaus of the Chaldee para- 
Phraſts; who, in tranſlating thoſe words 
in ſcripture, that denoted 1h prince, under 
whom 1 we ale to enjoy our temporal proſ- 


perity, 
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perity, rendered them into» Chaldee WW 

the anointed; becauſe; the ſaidprinceisevery 
where deſcribed, asdeſcending from David, 
and conſequently, will be the andinted king 
that is to reign over the Jewiſh nation, af- 
ter their reſtoration. Hence, you mayclear- 
ly perceive, from what ſource the word 
Meſſiah aroſe, and that the perſon ſo deno- 
minated; and the prince under whom we are 
to enjoy our proſperity (according to your 
hypotheſis) are one aud the ſame perſon; 
conſequently, the diſtinction uſed by you! 
is a mere. fallacy. 

And that you may be fully dengel of 
the truth of what I have advanced, I will 
give you an inſtance or two (out of the 
many that I could produce) in ſupportofit; 
_ for I ſcorn to aſſert, what I cannot prove. 
And there ſball come forth a rod out of the 
ſtem of eſſe, and a branch ſhall grow out of 
his roots. Iſai. xi. 1. 


The Cha. 
uu. M2 220 RITYD) YT d vo Pe) 


And there ſhall come forth a KING from 


the 


64 rr r 
the children of Jeſſe, and a 3 15 
from his childrens children ſhall g * 
Targum Jonathan. Ibid. 
Again. N 
The wolf alſo fhall duell b the lam, 
and the leopard ſhall lie down with 1 Hs 
&c. Ibid. 6. 34 
The Cha. TT 
MY) RIA $099 0) IR ory rg 
5 WT2DY NN N DD dy Ng In the days of the 
MxssrAE of Iſrael, peace ſhall be great in 
the earth, and the wolf ſhall dwell with the: 
lamb, and the leopard with the kid. Far- 
gum Jonathan, Ibid. 1 
Theſe, Sir, are clear and n e 55 ‚ 
ſages; and which both Jews and Chriſtiaus⸗ 
apply to the Meſſiah: although, the latter,. 
are rather hard drove, to make this deſcrip- 
tion of the Meſſiah agree with the character 
of Jeſus; and therefore explain it away, as 
denoting ſpiritual peace, &c. But you ſee 
that, the CHaldee paraphraſt (and of whom 
Chriſtians*tell us they can make ſuch great 


* Prideaux's Connect. Vol. IV. Bock VIII. page 
187 and 191. Edinburgh Edi tion. 
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uſe of, i in- their arguments againſt, the 
Jews) is clearly againſt that ſenſe, for he 
ſays, * peace ſhall be great in abe earth; 
conſequently | it muſt be temporal. 12 
Again. Aud * O tower id be Joh 
Micah ; iv, 8. he © | 
N ud Sur; And thou, the urs. 
' SIAH of Iſrael. Targumm Jonathan, Ibid, 
I ſhall produce but one more at * ee 
wh ich is as follows : But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, (though) thou be little among the 
thouſands of  Fudah, (yet) out of thee ſhall 
be came forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
that. Micah v. 2. A a 
The Cha. Try \ 
eee > NN wi nm DN MARK 
ow: ono Pe Pe! O p ITT T. 
ken And ths, Bethlehem Ephratah, as 
little as thou waſt to be numbered among 
the thouſands of Judah, (yet) out of thee 
ſhall come forth the MESSIAH, who is 


ro BEAR, RULE. 718 e Ne 


Jonathan. e id. 
12211 by | * This, 


= * . Ke WW 
"S » ET”. | x » 4 * 
8 4 _ . * 5 — þ bh o OS 8 & m— * we 6 » W 932 2 p I -* 
4 Pe > SB. 3 g ls 3 Ne. 4 * ok r 2 — . . * 2 I. i 
f Cc ES ns 1c AR 
a " th ay... a 


8. . * ak 


* 3 
* 


144 * wy TO 's 10 o 
Fo 215 is, Sl, 1 take to be G 13 
V xp becauſe, che character 0 
; the "Mefrah or Prince, 18 fo clearly depidted, 
that whoever runs may read: and both 15 
Jews and Chriftians apply it to the perſon 
called the Meſiab. Hence it is mahtifeſt, 
that the perſon called the Natel or Chr, ift 
by the Chriſtians; 'A "Prophet by you; and 
a temporal Prince to bear rule over ws, ac- 
cordling to our (and your) $f de one 
and the ſame perfor, Wäick or the thres, 
hath the juſteſt claim to e 
alſo whether it was fulfilled'in eitherofthe 
two firſt characters, is another point to be 
_ diſcuſſed; but which at pre ſentis foreign to 
| the purpoſe. I could produce more exam- 
| 5 plesin ſupport of whatl have advanced, but 
theſe I think, are ſufficient to convince a 
Philoſopher of ſuch candid and liberal 
| . you are known to poflefs, in 
ſeo eminent a degree. I therefore, have no 
doubt, but that you will either retract vA 
you have advanced on this point, or ſup» 
port it * ſubſtantial proofs; either of 
1 - which 
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